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The Democratic Convention of 1960 was held at Los 
Angeles, Calif., July 11-15. 

John F, Kennedy, of Massachusetts, was nominated for 
President and Lyndon B. Johnson, of Texas, was nominated 
for Vice President. 

The following platform was adopted: 


DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM, 1960 
I 


In 1796, in America’s first contested national election, our 
party, under the leadership of Thomas Jefferson, campaigned 
on the principles of “The Rights of Man.” 

Eyer since, these four words have underscored our identity 
with the plain people of America and the world. 

In periods of national crisis, we Democrats have returned 
to. AAA words for renewed strength. We return to them 
today. 

In 1960, “The Rights of Man”’ are still the issue. 

It is our continuing responsibility to provide an effective 
instrument of political action for every American who seeks 
to strengthen these rights—everywhere here in America, and 
everywhere in our 20th century world. 


II 


The common danger of mankind is war and the threat of 
war. Today, 3 billion human beings live in fear that some 
rash act or blunder may plunge us all into a nuclear holocaust 
which will leave only ruined cities, blasted homes, and a 
poisoned earth and sky. 

Our objective, however, is not the right to coexist in armed 
camps on the same planet with totalitarian ideologies; it is 
the creation of an enduring peace in which the universal 
values of human dignity, truth, and justice under law are 
finally secured for all men everywhere on earth. 

If America is to work effectively for such a peace, we must 
first restore our national strength—military, political, eco- 
nomic, and moral. 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 


The new Democratic administration will recast our mili- 
tary capacity in order to provide forces and weapons of a 


i 





2 DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM 


diversity, balance, and mobility sufficient in quantity and 
quality to deter both limited and general aggressions. 

When the Democratic administration left office in 1953, 
the United States was the preeminent power in the world. 
Most free nations had confidence in our will and our ability 
to carry out our commitments to the common defense. 

Even those who wished us ill respected our power and 
influence. 

The Republican administration has lost that position of 
preeminence. Over the past 744 years, our military power 
has steadily declined relative to that of the Russians and the 
Chinese and their satellites. 

This is not a partisan election-year charge. It has been 
persistently made by high officials of the Republican admin- 
istration itself. Before congressional committees they have 
testified that the Communists will have a dangerous lead in 
intercontinental missiles, through 1963—and that the 
Republican administration has no plans to catch up. 

hey have admitted that the Soviet Union leads in the 
space race—and that they have no plans to catch up. 

They have also admitted that our conventional military 
forces, on which we depend for defense in any nonnuclear 
war, have been dangerously slashed for reasons of ‘‘econ- 
omy’’—and that they have no plans to reverse this trend. 

: a result, our military position today is measured in 
terms of gaps—missile gap, space gap, limited-war gap. 

To recover from the errors of the past 714 years will not 
be easy. 

This is the strength that must be erected: 

1. Deterrent military power such that the Soviet and 
Chinese leaders will have no doubt that an attack on the 
United States would surely be followed by their own destruc- 
tion. 

2. Balanced conventional military forces which will 
permit a response graded to the intensity of any threats of 
aggressive force. 

3. Continuous modernization of these forces through 
intensified research and development, including essential 
programs now slowed down, terminated, suspended, or 
— for lack of budgetary support. 

first order of business of a Democratic administration 
will be a complete reexamination of the organization of our 
Armed Forces. 

A military organization structure, conceived before the 
revolution in weapons technology, cannot be suitable for the 
strategic deterrent, continental defense, limited war, and 
military alliance requirements of the 1960's. 
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We believe that our Armed Forces should be organized 
more nearly on the basis of function, not only to produce 
greater military strength, but also to eliminate duplication 
and save substantial sums. 

We pledge our will, energies, and resources to oppose 


Communist ion. 

Since World War II, it has been clear that our own security 
must be pursued in concert with that of many other nations. 

The Democratic administrations which, in World War II, 
led in forging a mighty and victorious alliance, took the 
initiative after the war in creating the North Atlantic Treaty 
—— the greatest peacetime alliance in history. 

his alliance has made it possible to keep Western Europe 
and the Atlantic Community secure against Communist 
pressures. 

Our present system of alliances was begun ina time of an 
earlier weapons technology when our ability to retaliate 
against Communist attack required. bases around the 
periphery of the Soviet Union. Today, because of our con- 
tinuing weakness in mobile weapons systems and inter- 
continental missiles, our defenses still depend in part on 
bases beyond our borders for planes and shorter range 
missiles. 

If an alliance is to be maintained in vigor, its unity must be 
reflected in shared purposes. Some of our allies have con- 
tributed neither devotion to the cause of freedom nor any 
real military strength. 

The new Democratic administration will review our 
system of pacts and alliances. We shall continue to adhere 
to our treaty obligations, including the commitment of the 
U.N. Charter to resist aggression. But we shall also seek to 
shift the emphasis of our cooperation from military aid to 
economic development, wherever this is possible. 

Civil defense—We commend the work of the civil defense 
groups throughout the Nation. A strong and effective civil 
defense is an essential element in our Nation’s defense. 

The new Democratic administration will undertake a full 
review and analysis of the programs that should be adopted 
if the protection possible is to be provided tothe. civilian 
population of our nation. 


ARMS CONTROL 


A fragile power balance sustained by mutual nuclear ter- 
ror does not, however, constitute peace. We must regain the 
initiative on the entire international front with effective 
new policies to create the conditions for peace. 
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There are no simple solutions to the infinitely complex 
challenges which face us.. Mankind’s eternal dream, a world 
of peace, can only be built slowly and patiently. 

A primary task is to develop responsible proposals that will 
help oa the deadlock on arms: control. 

Such proposals should include means for endimg nuclear 
tests under workable safeguards, cutting back nuclear 
weapons, reducing conventional forces, preserving outer 
space for peaceful putipeen reventing surprise attack, and 
hmiting the risk ef accidental war. 

This requires a national peace) agency for disarmament 
planning and research to muster the scientific ingenuity, 
coordination, continuity, and seriousness of purpose which 
are now lacking in our arms control efforts. 

The national peace agency would develop the technical 
and scientific data necessary for serious disarmament nego- 
tiations, would conduct research in cooperation with the 
Defense Department and Atomic Energy Commission on 
methods of inspection and monitoring arms control agree- 
ments, particularly agreements to control nuclear testing, 
and would provide continuous technical advice to our 
disarmament negotiators. 

As with armaments, so with disarmament, the Republican 
administration has provided us with much talk but little 
constructive action. Representatives of the. United States 
have gone to conferences without plans or preparation, The 
administration has played opportunistic politics, both at 
home and abroad. 

Even during the recent important negotiations at Geneva 
and Paris, only a handful of people were devoting full time 
to work on the ae ae problem of disarmament. 

More than $100 billion of the world’s production now goes 
each year into armaments. To the extent that we can 
secure the adoption of.effective arms control agreements, 
vast resources will be freed for peaceful use. 

The new Democratic administration will plan for an orderly 
shift. of our expenditures. Long-delayed reductions in 
excise, corporation, and individual income taxes will then be 
pease We can also step up the pace in meeting our 

acklog of public needs and in pursuing the promise of 
atomic and space science in a peaceful age. 

As worldwide disarmament proceeds, it will free vast 
resources for a new international attack on the problem of 
world poverty. 
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THE INSTRUMENTS OF FOREIGN POLICY 


American foreign policy in all its aspects must be attuned 
to our world of change. 

We will recruit officials whose experience, humanity, and 
dedication fit them for the task of effectively representing 
America abroad. 

We will provide a more sensitive and creative direction to 
our overseas information program. And we will overhaul 
our administrative machinery so that America may avoid 
diplomatic embarrassments and at long last speak with a 
single confident voice in world affairs. 

The ‘image’ of America.—First, those men and women 
selected to represent us abroad must be chosen for their 
sensitive understanding of the peoples with whom they will 
live. We can no longer afford representatives who are ig- 
norant of the language and culture and politics of the nations 
in which they represent us. . 

Our information programs must be more than news broad- 
casts and boastful recitals of our accomplishments and our 
material riches. We must find ways to show the people of 
the world that we share the same goals—dignity, health, 
freedom, schools for children, a place in the sun—and that 
we will work together to achieve them. 

Our program of visits between Americans and people of 
other nations will be expanded, with special emphasis upon 
students and younger leaders. We will eueomage study of 
foreign languages. We favor continued support and exten- 
sion of sueh programs as the East-West cultural center 
established at the University of Hawaii. We shall study a 
similar center for Latin America, with due consideration of 
the existing facilities now available in the Canal Zone. 

National policy machinery.—In the present administration, 
the National Security Council has been used not to focus 
issues for decision by the responsible leaders of Government, 
but to paper over problems of policy with “agreed solutions” 
which avoid decisions. 

The mishandling of the U-2 espionage flights—the sorry 
spectacle of official denial, retraction, and contradiction— 
and the admitted misjudging of Japanese public opinion are 
only two recent examples of the breakdown of the admin- 
istration’s machinery for assembling facts, making decisions, 
and coordinating action. 

The Democratic Party welcomes the study now being 
made by the, Senate Subcommittee on National Policy 
Machinery. The new Democratic administration will re- 
vamp and simplify this cumbersome machinery. 
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WORLD TRADE 


World trade is more than ever essential to world peace. 
In the tradition of Cordell Hull, we shall expand world trade 
in every responsible way. 

Since all Americans share the benefits of this policy, its 
costs should not be the burden of a few. We shall support 
practical measures to ease the necessary adjustments of 
industries and communities which may be unavoidably hurt 
by increases in imports. 

World trade raises living standards, widens markets, 
reduces costs, increases profits, and builds political stability 
and international economic cooperation. 

However, the increase in foreign imports involves costly 
adjustment and damage to some domestic industries and 
communities.. The burden has been heavier recently because 
of the Republican failure to maintain an adequate rate of 
economic growth, and the refusal to use public programs to 
ease necessary adjustments. 

The Democratic administration will help industries affected 
by foreign trade with measures favorable to economic growth, 
orderly transition, fair competition, and the longrun eco- 
nomic strength of all parts of our nation. 

Industries and communities affected by foreign trade 
need and deserve appropriate help through trade adjustment 
measures such as direct loans, tax incentives, defense con- 
tracts priority, and retraining assistance. 

Our Government should press for reduction of foreign 
barriers to the sale of the products of American industry 
and agriculture. These are particularly severe m the case 
of fruit products. The present balance-of-payments situa- 
tion provides a favorable opportunity for such action. 

The new Democratic inistration will seek interna- 
tional agreements to assure fair competition and fair labor 
standards to protect our own workers and to improve the 
lot of workers elsewhere. 

Our domestic economic policies and our essential foreign 
policies must be harmonious. 

To sell, we must buy. We therefore must. resist the 
temptation to accept remedies that deny American producers 
and consumers access to world markets and destroy the 
prosperity of our friends in the non-Communist world. 


IMMIGRATION 


We shall adjust our immigration, nationality, and refugee 
policies to eliminate discrimination and to enable members 
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of scattered families abroad to be united with relatives 
already in our midst. 

The national-origins quota system of limiting immigration 
contradicts the founding principles of this Nation. It is 
inconsistent with our belief in the rights of man. This 
system was instituted after World War I as a policy of 
deliberate discrimination by a Republican administration 
and Congress. 

The revision of immigration and nationality laws we seek 
will implement our belief that enlightened immigration, 
naturalization, and refugee policies and humane administra- 
tion of them are important aspects of our foreign policy. 

These laws will bring greater skills to our land, reunite 
families, permit the United States to meet its fair share of 
world programs of rescue and rehabilitation, and take 
advantage of immigration as an important factor in the 
growth of the American economy. 

In this World Refugee Year it is our hope to achieve 
admission of our fair share of refugees. We will institute 
policies to alleviate suffering among the homeless wherever 
we are able to extend our aid: 

We must remove the distinctions between native-born 
and naturalized citizens to assure full protection of our laws 
to all. There is nofplace in the United States for ‘‘second- 
class citizenship.” 

The protections provided by due process, right of appeal, 
and statutes of limitation, can be extended to noncitizens 
without hampering the security of our Nation. 

We commend the Democratic Congress for the initial 
steps that have recently been taken toward liberalizing 
changes in immigration law. However, this should not be 
& piecemeal project and we are confident that a Democratic 
President in cooperation with Democratic Congresses will 
again implant a humanitarian and liberal spirit in our 
Nation’s immigration and citizenship policies. 


wo wo 


To the peoples and governments beyond our shores we 
offer the following pledges: 


THE UNDERDEVELOPED WORLD 


To the non-Communist nations of Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America 
We shall create with you working partnerships, based on 
mutual respect and understanding. 
In the Jeffersonian tradition, we recognize and welcome 
the irresistible momentum of the world revolution of rising 
59627602 
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expectations for a better life. We shall identify American 
policy with the values and objectives of this revolution. 

To this end the new Democratic administration will 
revamp and refocus the objectives, emphasis, and allocation 
of our foreign assistance programs. 

The proper purpose of these programs is not to buy grati- 
tude or to recruit mercenaries, but to enable the peoples of 
these awakening, developing nations to make their own free 
choices. 

As they achieve a sense of belonging, of dignity, and of 
justice, freedom will become meaningful for them, and 
therefore worth defending. 

Where military assistance remains essential for the common 
defense, we shall see that the requirements are fully met. 
But as rapidly as security considerations permit, we will 
replace tanks with tractors, bombers with bulldozers, and 
tacticians with technicians. 

We shall place our programs of international cooperation 
on a long-term basis to permit more effective planning. We 
shall seek to associate other capital-exporting countries with 
us in promoting the orderly economic growth of the 
underdeveloped world. 

We recognize India and Pakistan as major tests of the 
capacity of freemen in a difficult environment to master the 
age-old problems of illiteracy, poverty, and disease. We will 
ssueeet their efforts in every practical way. 

e welcome the emerging: new nations of Africa to the 
world community. Here again we shall strive to write a 
new chapter of fruitful cooperation. 

In Latin America we shall restore the good neighbor policy 
based on far closer economic cooperation and increased re- 
spect and understanding. 

In the Middle East» we will work for guarantees to insure 
independence for all states. We will encourage direct Arab- 
Israeli peace negotiations, the resettlement of Arab refugees 
in lands where there is room and opportunity for them, an 
end to boycotts and blockades, and unrestricted use of the 
Suez Canal by all nations, 

A billion and a half people in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America are engaged in an unprecedented attempt to propel 
themselves into the 20th century. They are striving to 
create or reaffirm their national identity. 

But they want much more than. mdependence. They 
want an end to grinding poverty. They want more food, 
health for themselves and their children, and other benefits 
that a modern industrial civilization can provide. 

Communist strategy has sought to divert these aspirations 
into narrowly nationalistic channels, or external trouble- 
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making, or authoritarianism. The Republican administra~ 
tion has played into the hands of this strategy by concerning 
itself almost exclusively with the military problem of Com- 
munist invasion. 

The Democratic programs of economic cooperation will be 
aimed at making it as easy as possible for the political leader- 
ship in these countries to turn the energy, talent, and re- 
sources of their peoples to orderly economic growth. 

History and current experience show that an annual per 
capita growth rate of an least 2 percent is feasible in these 
countries. The Democratic administration’s assistance pro- 
gram, in concert with the aid forthcoming from our partners 
in Western Europe, Japan, and the British Commonwealth, 
will be geared to facilitating this objective. 

The Democratic administration will recognize that assist- 
ance to these countries is not an emergency or short-term 
matter. Through the Development Loan Fund and other- 
wise, we shall seek to assure contimuity in our aid programs 
for periods of at least 5 years, in order to permit more effective 
allocation on our part and better planning by the govern- 
ments of the countries receiving aid. 

More effective use of aid and a greater confidence in us 
and our motives will be the result. 

We shall establish priorities for foreign aid which will 
channel it to those countries abroad which, by their own 
willingness to help themselves, show themselves most capable 
of using it effectively. 

We shall use our own agricultural productivity as an effec- 
tive tool of foreign aid, and also as a vital form of working 
capital for economic development. We shall seek new 
approaches which will provide assistance without disrupting 
normal world markets for food and fiber. 

We shall give attention to the problem of stabilizing world 
prices of agricultural commodities and basic raw materials 
on which many underdeveloped countries depend for needed 
foreign exchange. 

We shall explore the feasibility of shipping and storing a 
substantial part of our food abundance in a system of ‘food 
ee | located at distribution centers in the underdeveloped 
world. 

Such a system would be an effective means of alleviating 
famine and suffering in times of natural disaster, and of 
cushioning the effect of bad harvests. It would also have a 
helpful anti-inflationary influence as economic development 
gets underway. 

Although basic development requirements like transport, 
housing, schools, and river development may be financed by 
government, these projects are usually built and sometimes 
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managed by private enterprise. Moreover, outside this 
public sector a large and increasing role remains for private 
investment. 

The Republican administration has done little to sum- 
mon American business to play its part in this, one of the 
most creative tasks of our generation. The Democratic 
administration will take steps to recruit and organize effec- 
tively the best business talent in America for foreign economic 
development. 

We urge continued economic assistance to Israel and the 
Arab peoples to help them raise their living standards. We 
pledge our best efforts for peace in the Middle East by seeking 
to prevent an arms race while guarding against the dangers 
of a military imbalance resulting from Soviet arms shipments. 


THE ATLANTIC COMMUNITY 


To our friends and associates in the Atlantic Community 

We propose a broader partnership that goes beyond our 
common fears to recognize the depth and sweep of our com- 
mon political, economic, and cultural interests. 

We welcome the recent heartening advances toward 
European unity. In every appropriate way, we shall en- 
courage their further growth within the broader framework 
of the Atlantic Community. 

After World War II, Democratic statesmen saw that an 
orderly, peaceful world was impossible with Europe shattered 
and exhausted. 

They fashioned the great programs which bear their 
names—the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall plan—by 
which the economies of Europe were revived. Then in 
NATO they renewed for the common defense the ties of 
alliance forged in war. 

In these endeavors, the Democratic administrations 
invited leading Republicans to full participation as equal 
partners. But the Republican administration has rejected 
this principle of bipartisanship. 

We have already seen how the mutual trust and confidence 
created abroad under Democratic leadership have been 
eroded by arrogance, clumsiness, and lack of understanding 
in the Republican administration. 

The new Democratic administration will restore the former 
high levels of cooperation within the Atlantic Community 
envisaged from the beginning by the NATO treaty in 


political and economic spheres as well as military affairs. 
We welcome the progress toward European unity expressed 
in the Coal and Steel Community, Euratom, the European 
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Economic Community, the European Free Trade Associa- 
tion, and the European Assembly. 

We shall conduct our relations with the nations of the 
Common Market so as to encourage the opportunities for 
freer and more expanded trade, and to avert the possibilities 
of discrimination that are inherent in it. 

We shall encourage adjustment with the so-called ‘Outer 
Seven’ nations so as to enlarge further the area of freer trade. 


THE COMMUNIST WORLD 


To the rulers of the Communist world 

We confidently accept your challenge to competition in 
every field of human effort. 

We recognize this contest as one between two radically 
different approaches to the meaning of life—our open society 
which places its highest value upon individual dignity, and 
your closed society in which the rights of men are sacrificed 
to the state. 

We believe your Communist ideology to be sterile, un- 
sound, and doomed to failure. We believe that your children 
will reject the intellectual prison in which you seek to confine 
them, and that ultimately they will choose the eternal 
principles of freedom. 

In the meantime, we are prepared to negotiate with you 
whenever and wherever there is a realistic possibility of 
progress without sacrifice of principle. 

Tf negotiations through diplomatic channels provide oppor- 
tunities, we will negotiate. 

If debate before the United Nations holds promise, we 
will debate. 

If meetings at high level offer prospects of success, we 
will be there. 

But we will use all the power, resources, and energy at 
our command to resist the further encroachment of com- 
munism on freedom—whether at Berlin, Formosa, or new 
points of Pes as yet undisclosed. 

We will keep open the lines of communication with our 
opponents. Despite difficulties in the way of peaceful - 
ment, every useful avenue will be energetically explored and 
pursued. 

However, we will never surrender positions which are 
essential to the defense of freedom, nor will we abandon 

eoples who are now behind the Iron Curtain through any 
ormal approval of the status quo. 

Everyone proclaims “firmness” in support of Berlin. The 
issue is not the desire to be firm, but the capability to be 
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firm: This the Democratic Party will provide as it has 
done before. 

The ultimate solution of the situation in Berlin must be 
approached in the broader context of settlement of the ten- 
sions and divisions of Europe. 

The good faith of the United States is pledged likewise to 
defending Formosa. We will carry out that pledge. 

The new Democratic administration will also reaffirm our 
historic policy of opposition to the establishment anywhere 
in the Americas of governments dominated by foreign powers, 
a policy now being undermined by Soviet threats to the 
freedom and independence of Cuba. The Government of 
the United States under a Democratic administration will 
not be deterred from fulfilling its obligations and solemn 
responsibilities under its treaties and agreements with the 
nations of the Western Hemisphere. Nor will the United 
States, in conformity with its treaty obligations, permit the 
establishment of a regime dominated by international, 
atheistic communism in the Western Hemisphere. 


To the people who live in the Communist world and its captive 
nations 


We proclaim an enduring friendship which goes beyond 
governments and ideologies to our common human interest 
in a better world, 

Through exchanges of persons, cultural contacts, trade in 
nonstrategic areas, and other nongovernmental activities, 
we will endeavor to preserve and improve opportunities for 
human relationships which no Iron Curtain can permanently 
sever, 

No political platform promise in history was more cruell 
cynical than the Republican effort to buy votes in 1952 wit 
false promises of painless liberation for the captive nations. 

The blood of heroic freedom fighters in Hungary tragically 
proved this promise a fraud. We Democrats will never be 
party to such cruel cultivation of false hopes. 

e look forward to the day when the men and women of 
Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Estonia, 
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Rumania, and the 
other captive nations will stand again in freedom and justice. 
We will hasten, by every honorable and responsible means, 
the arrival of the day. 

We shall never accept any deal or arrangement which 
or eens in the present subjugation of these peoples. 

e deeply regret that the policies and actions of the 
Government of Communist China have interrupted the 
generations of friendship between the Chinese and American 
peoples. 
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We reaffirm our pledge of determined opposition to the 
resent admission of Communist China to the United 
Nations: 

Although normal diplomatic relations between our Gov- 
ernments are im oebibla under present conditions, we shall 
welcome any evidence that the Chinese Communist Govern- 
ment is genuinely prepared to create a new relationship 
based on respect for international obligations, including the 
release of American prisoners. 

We shall continue to make every effort to effect the release 
of American citizens and servicemen now unjustly itn- 
prisoned in Communist China and elsewhere in the Com- 
munist empire. 

THE UNITED NATIONS 


To all our fellow members of the United Nations 


We shall strengthen our commitments in this, our great 
continuing institution for conciliation and the growth of a 
world community. 

Through the machinery of the United Nations, we shall 
work for disarmament, the establishment of an international 
police force, the strengthening of the World Court, and the 
establishment of world law. 

We shall propose the bolder and more effective use of the 
specialized agencies to promote the world’s economic and 
social development. 

Great Democratic Presidents have taken the lead in the 
effort to unite the nations of the world in an international 
organization to assure world peace with justice under law. 

The League of Nations, conceived by Woodrow Wilson, 
was doomed by Republican defeat of United States partici- 
pation. 

The United Nations, sponsored by Franklin Roosevelt 
has become the one place where representatives of the rival 
systems and interests which divide the world can and do 
maintain continuous contact. 

The United States adherence to the World Court contains 
a so-called ‘‘self-judging reservation” which, in effect, permits 
us to prevent a Court decision in any particular case in 
7 we are involved. The Democratic Party proposes its 
repeal. 

To all these endeavors so essential to world peace, we, the 
members of the Democratic Party, will bring a new urgency, 
persistence, and determination, born of the conviction that 
in our thermonuclear century all of the other Rights of Man 
hinge on our ability to assure man’s right to peace. 
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ITI 


The pursuit of peace, our contribution to the stability of 
the new nations of the world, our hopes for progress and 
well-being at home—all these depend in large measure on our 
ability to release the full potential of our American economy 
for employment, production, and growth. 

Our generation of Americans has achieved a historic 
technological breakthrough. Today we are capable of 
creating an abundance in goods and services beyond the 
dreams of our parents. Yet on the threshold of plenty the 
Ragebiionn administration hesitates, confused and afraid. 

a result, massive human needs now exist side by side 
with idle workers, idle capital, and idle machines. 

The Republican failure in the economic field has been 
virtually complete. 

Their years of power have consisted of two recessions, 
in 1953-54 and 1957-60, separated by the most severe 
peacetime inflation in history. 

They have shown themselves incapable of checking 
inflation. In their efforts to do so, they have brought on 
recessions that have thrown millions of Americans out of 
work. Yet even in these slumps, the cost of living has 
continued to climb, and it is now at an all-time high. 

They have slowed down the rate of growth of the economy 
to about one-third the rate of the Soviet Union. 

Over the past 7}¢-year period, the Republicans have failed 
to balance the budget or reduce the national debt. Respon- 
sible fiscal policy requires surpluses in good times to more 
than offset the deficits which may occur in recessions, in order 
to reduce the national debt over the long run. The Repub- 
lican administration has produced the deficits—in fact the 
prostent deficit in any peacetime year in history, in 1958-59— 

ut. only occasional and meager surpluses. Their first 7 
years produced a total deficit of nearly $19 billion. 

While reducing outlays for essential public services which 
directly benefit our people, they have raised the annual in- 
terest charge on the national debt to a level $3 billion higher 
than when they took office. In the 8 fiscal years of the Re- 
publican administration, these useless higher interest pay- 
ments will have cost the taxpayers $9 billion. 

They have mismanaged the public debt not only by in- 
creasing interest rates, but also by failing to lengthen the 
average maturity of government obligations when they had 
a clear opportunity to do so. 
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ECONOMIC GROWTH 


The new Democratic administration will confidently pro- 
ceed to unshackle American enterprise and to free American 
labor, industrial leadership, and capital, to create an abun- 
dance that will outstrip any other system. 

Free competitive enterprise is the most creative and 
productive form of economic order that the world has seen. 
The recent slow pace of American growth is due not to the 
failure of our free economy but to the failure of our national 
leadership. 

We Democrats believe that our economy can and must 
grow at an average rate of 5 percent annually, almost twice 
as fast as our average annual rate since 1953. We pledge 
comers to policies that will achieve this goal without in- 

ation. 

Economic growth is the means whereby we improve the 
American standard of living and produce added tax resources 
for national security and essential public services. 

Our economy must grow more swiftly in order to absorb 
two groups of workers: the much larger number of youn 
people who will be reaching working age in the 1960’s, an 
the workers displaced by the rapid pace of technological 
advances, including automation. Republican policies which 
have stifled growth could only mean increasingly severe un- 
employment, particularly of youth and older workers. 


AN END TO TIGHT MONEY 


As the first step in speeding economic growth, a Democratic 
President will put an end to the present high-interest, tight- 
money policy. 

This policy has failed in its stated purpose—to keep prices 
down. It has given us two recessions within 5 years, bank- 
rupted many of our farmers, produced a record number of 
business failures, and added billions of dollars in unnecessary 
higher interest charges to government budgets and the cost 
of living. 

A new Democratic administration will reject this philoso- 
phy of economic slowdown. We are committed to maximum 
employment, at decent wages and with fair profits, in a far 
more productive, expanding economy. 

The Republican high-interest policy has extracted a costly 
toll from every American who has financed a home, an auto- 
mobile, a refrigerator, or a television set. 
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It has foisted added burdens on taxpayers of State and local 
governments which must borrow for schools and other public 
services. 

It has added to the cost of many goods and services, and 
hence has been itself a factor in inflation. 

It has created windfalls for many financial institutions. 

The $9 billion of added interest charges on the national 
debt would have been even higher but for the prudent insist- 
ence of the Democratic Congress that the ceiling on interest 
rates for long-term Government bonds be maintained. 


CONTROL OF INFLATION 


The American consumer has a right to fair prices. We are 
determined to secure that right, 

Inflation has its roots in a variety of causes; its cure lies 
in a variety of remedies. Among those remedies are mone- 
tary and credit policies properly applied, budget surpluses in 
times of full employment, and action to restrain ‘“‘adminis- 
tered price” increases in industries where economic power 
rests in the hands of a few. 

A fair share of the gains from increasing productivity in 
many industries should be passed on to the consumer through 
price reductions. 

The agenda which a new Democratic administration will 
face next January is crowded with urgent needs on which 
action has been delayed, deferred, or denied by the present 
administration. 

A new Democratic administration will undertake to meet 
those needs. 

It will reaffirm the Economic Bill of Rights which Franklin 
Roosevelt wrote into our national conscience 16 years ago. 
It will reaffirm these rights for all Americans of whatever 
race, place of residence, or station in life: 


1. “The right to a useful and remunerative job in the industries 
or shops or farms or mines of the Nation.” 


FULL EMPLOYMENT 


The Democratic Party reaffirms its support of full employ- 
ment as a paramount objective of national policy. 

For nearly 30 months the rate of unemployment has been 
between 5 and 7.5 percent of the labor force. A pool of 3 to 
4 million citizens, able and willing to work but unable to 
find jobs, has been written off by the Republican adminis- 
tration as a “normal” readjustment of the economic system. 
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The policies of a Democratic administration to restore 
economic growth will reduce current unemployment to a 
minimum, 

Thereafter, if recessionary trends appear, we will act 
promptly with countermeasures, such as public works or 
temporary tax cuts. We will not stand idly by and permit 
recessions to run their course as the Republican administra- 
tion has done. 


AID TO DEPRESSED AREAS 


The right to a job requires action to create new industry 
in America’s depressed areas of chronic unemployment. 

General economic measures will not alone solve the 
problems of localities which suffer some special disadvantage. 
To bring prosperity to these depressed areas and to enable 
them to make their full contribution to the national welfare, 
specially directed action is needed. 

Areas of heavy and persistent unemployment result from 
depletion of natural resources, technological change, shifting 
defense requirements, or trade imbalances which have caused 
the decline of major industries. Whole communities, urban 
and rural, have been left stranded in distress and despair, 
through no fault of their own. 

These communities have undertaken valiant efforts of 
self-help. But mutual aid, as well as self-help, is part of the 
American tradition. Stricken communities deserve the help 
of the whole nation. 

The Democratic Congress twice passed bills to provide 
this help. The Republican President twice vetoed them. 

These bills proposed low-interest loans to private enterprise 
to create new industry and new jobs in depressed com- 
munities, assistance to the communities to provide public 
facilities necessary to encourage the new industry, and 
retraining of workers for the new jobs. 

The: Democratic Congress will again pass, and the 
Democratic President will sign, such a bill. 


DISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT 


The right to a job requires action to break down artificial 
and arbitrary barriers to employment based on age, race, 
sex, religion, or national origin. 

Unemployment strikes hardest at workers. over . 40, 
minority groups, young people, and women. We will. not 
achieve full employment Ant projudioe against these workers 
is wiped out. 
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COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 


The right to a job requires the restoration of full support 
for collective bargaining and the repeal of the antilabor 
excesses which have been written into our labor laws. 

Under Democratic leadership a sound national policy was 
developed, expressed particularly by the Wagner National 
Labor Relations Act, which guaranteed the rights of workers 
to organize and to bargain collectively. But the Republican 
administration has replaced this sound policy with a national 
antilabor policy. 

The Republican Taft-Hartley Act seriously weakened 
unions in their efforts to bring economic justice to the 
millions of American workers who remain unorganized. 

By administrative action, antilabor personnel appointed 
by the Republicans to the National Labor Relations Board 
have made the Taft-Hartley Act even more restrictive in its 
copeeren than in its language. 

hus the traditional goal of the Democratic Party—to 
give all workers the right to organize and bargain collec- 
tively—has still not been achieved. 

We pledge the enactment of an affirmative labor policy 
which will encourage free collective bargaining through the 
growth and development of free and responsible unions. 

Millions of workers just now seeking to organize are 
blocked by federally authorized “right-to-work” laws, un- 
reasonable limitations on the right to picket, and other 
hampering legislative and administrative provisions. 

Again, in the new Labor-Management Reporting and 
Dildeams Act, the Republican administration perverted 
the constructive effort of the Democratic Congress to deal 
with improper activities of a few in labor and management 
by turning that act into a means of restricting the legitimate 
rights of the vast majority of working men and women in 
honest labor unions. This law likewise strikes hardest at 
the weak or poorly organized, and it fails to deal with abuses 
of management as vigorously as with those of labor. 

We will repeal the authorization for “‘right-to-work”’ laws, 
limitations on the rights to strike, to picket peacefully and 
to tell the public the facts of a labor dispute, and other 
antilabor features of the Taft-Hartley Act and the 1959 act. 
This unequivocal pledge for the repeal of the antilabor and 
restrictive provisions of those laws will encourage collective 
bargaining and strengthen and support the free and honest 
labor movement. 

The Railroad Retirement Act and the Railroad Unem- 
ployment Insurance Act are in need of improvement. We 
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strongly oppose Republican attempts to weaken the Railway 
Labor Act. 

We shall strengthen and modernize the Walsh-Healey 
and Davis-Bacon Acts, which protect the wage standards 
of workers employed by government contractors. 

Basic to the achievement of stable labor-management rela- 
tions is leadership from the White House. The Republican 
administration has failed to provide such leadership. 

It failed to foresee the deterioration of labor-management 
relations in the steel industry last year. When a national 
emergency was obviously developing, it failed to forestall it. 
When the emergency came, the administration’s only solu- 
tion was government by injunction. 

A Democratic President, through his leadership and con- 
cern, will produce a better climate for continuing constructive 
relationships between labor and management. He will have 
periodic White House conferences between labor and man- 
agement to consider their mutual problems before they reach 
the critical stage. 

A Democratic President will use the vast factfinding 
facilities that are available to inform himself, and the public, 
in exercising his leadership in labor disputes for the benefit 
of the Nation as a whole. 

If he needs more such facilities, or authority, we will pro- 
vide them. 

We further pledge that in the administration of all labor 
legislation we will restore the level of integrity, competence, 
and sympathetic understanding required to carry out the 
intent of such legislation. 


PLANNING FOR AUTOMATION 


The right to a job requires planning for automation, so 
that men and women will be trained and available to meet 
shifting employment needs. 

We will conduct a continuing analysis of the Nation’s 
manpower resources and of measures which may be required 
to assure their fullest development and use. 

We will provide the Government leadership necessary to 
insure that the blessings of automation do not become 
burdens of widespread unemployment. For the young and 
the technologically displaced workers, we will provide the 
opportunity for training and retraining that equips them for 
jobs to be filled. 





20 DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM 


MINIMUM WAGES 


2. “The right to earn enough to provide adequate food and 
clothing and recreation.’’ 

At the bottom of the income scale are some 8 million 
families whose earnings are too low to provide even basic 
necessities of food, shelter, and clothing. 

We pledge to raise the minimum wage to $1.25 an hour and 
to extend coverage to several million workers not now 
protected. 

We pledge further improvements in the wage, hour, and 
coverage standards of the Fair Labor Standards Act so as to 
extend its benefits to all workers employed in industries 
engaged in or affecting interstate commerce and to raise its 
standards to keep up with our general economic progress 
and needs. 

We shall seek to bring the 2 million men, women, and 
children who work for wages on the farms of the United 
States under the protection of existing labor and social legis- 
lation; and to assure migrant labor, perhaps the most under- 
privileged of all, of a comprehensive program to bring them 
not cae decent wages but also adequate standards of health, 
housing, social security protection, education, and welfare 
services, 

AGRICULTURE 


3. “The right of every farmer to raise and sell his products 
ai a return which will give him and his family a decent living.”’ 

We shall take positive action to raise farm income to full 
parity levels and to preserve family farming as a way of life. 

We shall put behind us once and for all the timidity with 
which our Government has viewed our abundance of food 
and fiber. 

We will set new high levels of food consumption both at 
home and abroad. 

As long as many Americans and hundreds of millions of 
people in other countries remain underfed, we shall regard 
these agricultural riches, and the family farmers who produce 
them, not as a liability but as a national asset. 

Using our abundance—The Democratic administration 
will inaugurate a national food and fiber policy for expanded 
use of our agricultural abundance. We will no longer view 
food siinlailen with alarm but will use them as powerful 


instruments for peace and plenty. 

We will increase consumption at home. A vigorous, 
expanding economy will enable many American families 
to eat more and better food. 
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We will use the food stamp programs authorized to feed 
needy children, the aged, and the unemployed. We will 
expand and improve the school lunch and milk programs. 

e will establish and maintain food reserves for national 
defense purposes near important population centers in order 
to preserve lives in event of national disaster, and will operate 
them so as not to depress farm prices. We will expand 
research into new industrial uses of agricultural products. 

We will increase consumption abroad. The Democratic 
Party believes our Nation’s capacity to produce food and 
fiber is one of the great weapons for waging war against 
hunger and want throughout the world. With wise manage- 
ment of our food abundance we will expand trade between 
nations, support economic and human development pro- 
grams, and combat famine. 

Unimaginative, outmoded Republican policies which fail 
to use these productive capacities of our farms have been 
immensely costly to our Nation. They can and will be 
changed. 

Achieving income parity.—While farmers have raised their 
productive efficiency to record levels, Republican farm 
policies have forced their income to drop by 30 percent. 

Tens of thousands of farm families have been bankrupted 
and forced off the land. This has happened despite the 
fact that the Secretary of Agriculture has spent more on farm 
programs than all previous Secretaries in history combined. 

Farmers acting individually or in small groups are helpless 
to protect their incomes from sharp declines. Their only 
recourse is to produce more, throwing production still 
further out of balance with demand and driving prices down 
further. 

This disastrous downward cycle can be stopped only by 
effective farm programs sympathetically adminstered with 
the assistance of democratically elected farmer committees. 

The Democratic administration will work to bring about 
full parity income for farmers in all segments of agriculture 
by helping them to balance farm production with the 
expanding needs of the Nation and the world. 

Measures to this end include production and marketing 
quotas measured in terms of barrels, bushels, and bales, 
loans on basic commodities at not less than 90 percent of 
parity, production payments, commodity purchases, and 
marketing orders al agreements. 

We repudiate the Republican administration of the soil 
bank program, which has emphasized the retirement of 
whole farm units, and we pledge an orderly land retirement 
and conservation program. 





22 DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM 


We are convinced that a successful combination of these 
approaches will cost considerably less than present Repub- 
lican pregrnae which have failed. 

We will encourage agricultural cooperatives by expanding 
and liberalizing existing credit facilities and developing new 
facilities if necessary to assist them in extending their market- 
ing and purchasing activities, and we will protect coopera- 
tives from punitive taxation. 

The Democratic administration will improve the market- 
ing practices of the family-type dairy farm to reduce risk of 
oss. 

To protect farmers’ incomes in times of natural disaster, 
the Federal crop insurance program, created and developed 
experimentally under Democratic administration, should be 
invigorated and expanded nationwide. 

Improving working and living on farms.—Farm families 
have been among those victimized most severely by Repub- 
lican tight-money policies. 

Young people have been barred from entering agriculture. 
Giant corporations and other nonfarmers, with readier access 
to credit and through vertical integration methods, have 
supplanted hundreds of farm families and caused the bank- 
ruptcy of many others. 

The Democratic Party is committed by tradition and 
conviction to preservation of family agriculture. 

To this end, we will expand and liberalize farm credit 
facilities, especially to meet the needs of family-farm agri- 
culture and to assist beginning farmers. 

Many families in America’s rural counties are still living 
in poverty because of inadequate resources and opportunity. 
This blight and personal desperation should have received 
national priority attention long ago. 

The new Democratic administration will begin at once to 
eradicate long-neglected rural blight. We will help people 
help themselves with extended and supervised credit for 
farm improvement, local industrial development, improved 
vocational training and other assistance to those wishing to 
change to nonfarm employment, and with the fullest develop- 
ment of commercial and recreational possibilities. This is 
one of the major objectives of the area redevelopment pro- 
gram, twice vetoed by the Republican President. 

The rural electric cooperatives celebrate this year the 25th 
anniversary of the creation of the Rural Electrification 
Administration under President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The Democratic Congress has successfully fought the 
efforts of the Republican administration to cut off REA 
loans and force high interest rate policies on this great rural 
enterprise. 





> Dp 


z Ort 


Sno mTRPe tsb oe 





DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM 23 


We will maintain interest rates for REA co-ops and public 
power districts at the levels provided in present: law. 

We deplore the administration’s failure to provide the 
dynamic leadership necessary for encouraging loans to rural 
users for generation of power where necessary. 

We promise the co-ops active support in meeting the 
ever-growing demand for electric power and telephone 
service, to be filled on a complete area coverage basis without 
TaN benefits for “p cial interest power groups. 

n every way we will seek to help the men, women, and 
children whose livelihood comes from the soil to achieve 
better housing, education, health, and decent earnings and 
working conditions, 

All these goals demand the leadership of a Secretary of 
Agriculture who is conversant with the technological and 
economic aspects of farm problems, and who is sympathetic 
with the objectives of effective farm legislation not only for 
farmers but for the best interest of the Nation as a whole. 


SMALL BUSINESS 


4. “The right of every businessman, large and small, to 
trade in an atmosphere of freedom from unfair competition and 
domination by monopolies at home and abroad.” 

The new Democratic administration will act to make our 
free. economy really free—free from the oppression of 
monopolistic power, and free from the suffocating impact 
of high interest rates. We will help create an economy in 
which small businesses can take root, grow, and flourish. 

We Democrats pledge: 

1. Action to aid small business in obtaining credit and 
equity capital at reasonable rates. Small business which 
must borrow to stay alive has been a particular victim of the 
high interest policies of the Republican administration. 

he loan program of the Small Business Administration 
should be accelerated, and the independence of that agency 
preserved. The Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
must be administered with a greater sense of its importance 
and possibilities. 

2. Protection of the public against the growth of monopoly. 

The last 7}4 years o Republican government has been the 
greatest period of merger and amalgamation in industry and 

anking in American history. Democratic Congresses have 
enacted numerous important measures to strengthen our 
antitrust laws. Since 1950 the four Democratic mas 
have enacted laws like the Celler-Kefauver Antimerger Act, 
and improved the laws against price discriminations and 
tie-in sales. 
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When the Republicans were in control of the 80th and 
83d Congresses they failed to enact a single measure to 
strengthen or improve the antitrust laws. 

The Democratic Party opposses this trend to monopoly. 

We pledge vigorous enforcement of the antitrust laws. 

We favor requiring corporations to file advance notice of 
mergers with the antitrust enforcement agencies. 

We favor permitting all firms to have access at reasonable 
rates to patented inventions resulting from Government- 
financed research and development contracts. 

We favor strengthening the Robinson-Patman Act to 
protect small business against price discrimination. 

We favor authorizing the Federal Trade Commission to 
obtain temporary injunctions during the pendency of admin- 
istrative proceedings. 

3. A more equitable share of government contracts to 
small and independent business. 

We will move from almost complete reliance on negotia- 
tion in the award of government contracts toward open, 
competitive bidding. 

HOUSING 


5. “The right of every family to a decent home.” 

Today our rate of homebuilding is less than that of 10 
years ago. A healthy, expanding economy will enable us 
to build 2 million homes a year, in wholesome neighborhoods, 
for people of all incomes. 

At this rate, within a single decade we can clear away our 
a and assure every American family a decent place to 

ve. 

Republican policies have led to a decline of the homebuild- 
ing industry and the production of fewer homes. Republi- 
can high interest policies have forced the cost of decent hous- 
ing beyond the range of many families. Republican indiffer- 
ence has perpetuated slums. 

We record the unpleasant fact that in 1960 at least 40 
million Americans live in substandard housing. 

One million new families are formed each year and need 
housing, and 300,000 existing homes are lost through demoli- 
tion or other causes and need to be replaced, At’ present, 
construction does not even meet these requirements, much 
less permit reduction of the backlog of slum units. 

We support a housing construction goal of more than 2 
million homes a year. Most of the increased’ construction 
will be priced to meet the housing needs of middle- and low- 
income families who now live in substandard housing and are 
priced out of the market for decent homes. 
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Our housing programs will provide for rental as well as sales 
housing., They will permit expanded cooperative housing 
programs and sharply stepped up rehabilitation of existing 
homes. 

To make possible the building of 2 million homes a year 
in wholesome neighborhoods, the homebuilding industry 
should be aided by special mortgage assistance, with low in- 
terest rates, long-term mortgage periods, and reduced down- 
payments. Where necessary, direct government loans 
should be provided. 

Even with this new and flexible approach, there will still 
be need for a substantial low-rent public housing program 
authorizing as many units as local communities require and 
are prepared to build. 

HEALTH 


6. “ The right to adequate medical care and the opportunity 
to achieve and enjoy good health.” 

Illness is expensive. Many Americans have neither in- 
comes nor insurance protection to enable them to pay for 
modern health care. The problem is particularly acute 
with our older citizens, among whom serious illness strikes 
most often. 

We shall provide medical care benefits for the aged as 
part of the time-tested social security imsurance system. 
We reject. any proposal which would require such citizens to 
submit to the indignity of a means test—a “‘pauper’s oath.” 

For young and old alike, we need more medical schools, 
more hospitals, more research laboratories to speed the final 
conquest of major killers. 

edical care for older persons.—Fifty million Americans— 
more than a fourth of our people—have no insurance pro- 
tection against the high cost of oe For the rest, private 
health insurance pays, on the average, only about one-third 
of the cost of medical care. 

The problem is particularly acute among the 16 million 
Americans over 65 years old, and among disabled workers, 
widows, and orphans. 

Most of these have low incomes and the elderly among 
them suffer two to three times as much illness as the rest 
of the population. 

The Republican administration refused to acknowledge 
any national responsibility for health care for elder citizens 
until forced to do so by an increasingly a demand. 
Then, its belated proposal was a cynical sham built around 
a ee test based on means or income—a “pauper’s 
oath.” 
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The most practicable way to provide health protection 
for older people is to use the contributory machinery of the 
social security system for insurance covering hospital bills 
and other high-cost medical services. For those relatively 
few of our older people who have never been eligible for 
social security coverage, we shall provide corresponding 
benefits by appropriations from the general revenue. 

Research—We will step up medical research on the major 
killers and crippling diseases—cancer, heart disease, arthritis, 
mental illness. Expenditures for these purposes should be 
limited only by the availability of personnel and promising 
lines of research. Today such illness costs us $35 billion 
annually, much of which could be avoided. Federal ap- 
propriations for medical research are barely 1 percent of this 
amount. 

Heart disease and cancer together account for two out of 
every three deaths in this country. The Democratic Presi- 
dent will summon to a White House conference the Nation’s 
most distinguished scientists in these fields to map a co- 
ordinated longrun program for the prevention and control of 
these diseases. 

We will also support a cooperative program with other na- 
tions on international health research. 

Hospitals —We will expand and improve the Hill-Burton 
hospital construction program. 

Health manpower.—To ease the growing shortage of doctors 
and other medical personnel we propose Federal aid for con- 
structing, expanding, and modernizing schools of medicine, 
dentistry, nursing, and public health. 

We are deeply concerned that the high cost of medical edu- 
cation is putting this profession beyond the means of most 
American families. e will provide scholarships and other 
assistance to break through the financial barriers to medical 
education. 

Mental health—Mental patients fill more than half the 
hospital beds in the country today. We will provide greatly 
increased Federal support for psychiatric research and train- 
ing, and community mental health programs, to help bring 
back thousands of our hospitalized mentally ill to full and 
useful lives in the community. 


Fe Oger ogy 


7. “The right to adequate protection from the economic fears 
of old age, sickness, accidents, and unemployment.” 
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A PROGRAM FOR THE AGING 


The Democratic administration will end the neglect of our 
older citizens. They deserve lives of usefulness, dignity, 
independence, and participation. We shall assure them not 
only health care but employment for those who want work, 
decent housing, and recreation. 

Already 16 million Americans—about 1 in 10—are over 
65, with the prospect of 26 million by 1980. 

Health.—As stated, we will provide an effective system for 
paid up medical insurance upon retirement, financed durin 
working years through the social security mechanism an 
available to all retired persons without a means test. This 
has first priority. 

hound tial of the people over 65 have incomes inade- 
quate for basic nutrition, decent housing, minimum recrea- 
tion, and medical care. Older people who do not want to 
retire need employment opportunity and those of retirement 
age who no longer wish to or cannot work need better retire- 
ment benefits. 

We pledge a campaign to eliminate discrimination in 
ange due to age. As a first step we will prohibit 
such discrimination by government contractors and subcon- 
tractors. 

We will amend the Social Security Act to increase the 
retirement benefit for each additional year of work after 65, 
thus encouraging workers to continue on the job full time. 

To encourage part-time work by others, we favor raising 
the $1,200 a year ceiling on what a worker may earn while 
still drawing social security benefits. 

Retirement benefits must be increased generally, and 
minimum benefits raised from $33 a month to $50. 

Housing.—We shall provide decent and suitable housing 
which older persons can afford. Specifically we shall move 
ahead with the program of direct government loans for 
housing for older people initiated in the Housing Act of 1959, 
a program which the Republican administration has sought 
to 


Special services. —We shall take Federal action in support 
of State efforts to bring standards of care in nursing homes 
and other institutions for the aged up to desirable minimums. 

We shall support demonstration and training procrams 
to translate proven research into action in such fields as 
health, nutritional guidance, home care, counseling, recrea- 
tional activity. 

Taken together, these measures will affirm a new charter 
of rights for the older citizens among us—the right to a life 
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of usefulness, health, dignity, independence and participa- 
tion. 
WELFARE 


Disability insurance. —We shall permit workers who are 
totally and permanently disabled to retire at any age, remov- 
iig the arbitrary requirement that the worker be 50 years of 
age. 

“We shall also amend the law so that after 6 months of 
total disability, a worker will be eligible for disability bene- 
fits, with restorative services to enable him to return to work. 

Physically handicapped.—We pledge continued support of 
legislation for the rehabilitation of physically handicapped 
prsene and improvement of employment opportunities for 
them. 

Public assistance.—Persons in need who are inadequately 
protected by social insurance are cared for by the States 
and local communities under publie assistance programs. 

The Federal Government, which now shares the cost of 
aid to some of these, should share in all, and benefits should 
be made available without regard to residence. 

Unemployment benefits.—We will establish uniform mini- 
mum standards throughout the Nation for coverage, dura- 
tion, and amount of unemployment insurance benefits. 

Equality for women.—We support legislation which will 
guarantee to women equality of rights under the law, inchud- 
ing equal pay for e ~ work. 

Child salkeeer-ath child welfare program and other 
services already established under the Social Security Act 
should be expanded. Federal leadership is required in the 
nationwide campaign to prevent and control juvenile de- 
linquency. 

Intergroup relations.—We propose a Federal bureau of 
intergroup relations to help solve problems of discrimination 
in housing, education, employment, and community oppor- 
tunities in general. The bureau would assist in the solution 
of problems arising from the resettlement of immigrants 

and migrants within our own country, and in resolving 
religious, social, and other tensions where they arise. 


EDUCATION 


8. ‘The right to a good education.” 

America’s young people are our greatest resource for the 
future. Each of them deserves the education which will best 
develop his potentialities. 

We shall act at once to help in building the classrooms and 
employing the teachers that are essential if the right to a 





eee Oe Oe 


Db © Ore aA - -—- 





DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM 29 


good edtrcation is to have genuine meaning for all the youth 
of America in the decade ahead. 

As a national investment in our future we propose a pro- 
gram of loans and scholarship grants to assure that qualified 
young Americans will have full opportunity for higher edu- 
cation, at the institutions of their choice, regardless of the 
income of their parents. 

The new Democratic administration will end 8 years of 
official neglect of our educational system. 

America’s education faces a financial crisis. The tremen- 
dous increase in the number of children of school and college 
age has far outrun the available supply of educational facl- 
ities and qualified teachers. The classroom shortage alone 
is interfering with the education of 10 million students. 

America’s teachers, parents, and school administrators 
have striven courageously to keep up with the increased 
challenge of éducation. 

So have States and local communities. Education absorbs 
two-fifths of all their revenue. With limited resources, pri- 
vate educational institutions have shouldered their share of 
the burden. 

Only the Federal Government is not doing its part. For 
8 years, measures for the relief of the educational crisis have 
been held up by the cynical maneuvers of the Republican 
Party in Congress and the White House. 

We believe that America can meet its educational obliga- 
tions only with generous Federal financial support, within 
the traditional framework of local control. The assistance 
will take the form of Federal grants to States for educational 
purposes they deem most pressing, including classroom con- 
struction and teachers’ salaries. It will include aid for the 
construction of academic facilities as well as dormitories at 
colleges and universities. 

We pledge further Federal support for all phases of voca- 
tional education for youth and adults: for libraries and adult 
education; for realizing the potential of educational televi- 
sion; and for exchange of students and teachers with other 
nations. 

As part of a broader concern for young people we recom- 
mend establishment of a Youth Conservation Corps, to 
give underprivileged young people a rewarding experience in 
a healthful environment. 


Fee OO 


The pledges contained in this Economic Bill of Rights 
point the way to a better life for every family in America. 
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They are the means to a goal that is now within our 
reach—the final eradication in America of the age-old evil of 
poverty. 

Yet there are other pressing needs on our national agenda, 


NATURAL RESOURCES 


A thin layer of earth, a few inches of rain, and a blanket of 
air make human life possible on our planet. 

Sound public policy must assure that these essential re- 
sources will be available to provide the good life for our 
children and future generations. 

Water, timber and grazing lands, recreational areas in our 
parks, shores, forests, and wildernesses, energy, minerals, 
even pure air—all are feeling the press of enormously in- 
creased demands of a rapidly growing population. 

Natural resources are the birthright of all the people. 

The new Democratic administration, with the vision that 
built a TVA and a Grand Coulee, will develop and conserve 
that heritage for the use of this and future generations. We 
will reverse Republican policies under which America’s re- 
sources have been wasted, depleted, underdeveloped, and 
recklessly given away. 

We favor the best use of our natural resources, which gen- 
erally means adoption of the multiple-purpose principle to 
achieve full development for all the many functions they can 
serve. 

Water and soil.—An abundant supply of pure water is 
essential to our economy. ‘This is a national problem. 

Water must serve domestic, individual, and irrigation 
needs and inland navigation. It must provide habitat for 
fish and wildlife, supply the base for much outdoor recrea- 
tion, and generate electricity. Water must also be controlled 
to prevent floods, pollution, salinity, and silt. 

The new Democratic administration will develop a com- 
prehensive national water resource policy. In cooperation 
with State and local governments, and interested private 
groups, the Democratic administration will develop a bal- 
anced, multiple-purpose plan for each major river basin, to 
be revised periodically to meet changing needs. We will 
erase the Republican slogan of ‘“‘no new starts” and will begin 
again to build multiple-purpose dams, hydroelectric facilities, 
flood-control works, navigation facilities, and reclamation 


projects to meet mounting and urgent needs. 

We will renew the drive to protect every acre of farmland 
under a soil and water conservation plan, and we will speed 
up the small-watershed program. 
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We will support and intensify the research effort to find 
an economical way to convert salt and brackish water. The 
Republicans discouraged this research, which holds untold 
possibilities for the whole world. 

Water and air pollution.—America can no longer take pure 
water and air for granted. Polluted rivers carry their dan- 
gers to everyone living along their courses; impure air does 
not respect boundaries. 

Federal action is needed in planning, coordinating, and 
helping to finance pollution control. e States and local 
communities cannot go it alone. Yet President Eisenhower 
vetoed a Democratic bill to give them more financial help in 
building sewage treatment ae 

A Democratic President will sign such a bill. 

Democrats will step up research on pollution control, 
giving special attention to— 

1. The rapidly growing problem of air pollution from 
industrial plants, automobile exhausts, and other 
sources; an 

2. Disposal of chemical and radioactive wastes, some 
of which are now being dumped off our coasts without 
adequate knowledge of the potential consequences. 

Outdoor recreation.—As population grows and the work- 
week shortens and transportation becomes easier and 
speedier, the need for outdoor recreation facilities mounts. 

We must act quickly to retain public access to the oceans, 

ulfs, rivers, streams, lakes, and reservoirs, and their shore- 
ines, and to reserve adequate camping and recreational 
areas while there is yet time. Areas near major population 
centers are particulary needed. 

The new Democratic administration will work to improve 
and extend recreation opportunities in national parks and 
monuments, forests, and river development projects, and 
near metropolitan areas. Emphasis will be on attractive, 
low-cost facilities for all the people and on preventing undue 
commercialization. 

The national park system is still incomplete; in particular, 
the few remaining suitable shorelines must be included in it. 
A national wilderness system should be created for areas 
already set aside as wildernesses. The system should be 
extended but only after careful consideration by the Congress 
of the value of areas for competing uses. 

Recreational needs of the surrounding area should be 
given important consideration in disposing of federally owned 
ands. 


59627—60—__5 
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We will protect fish and game habitats from commercial 
exploitation and require military installations to conform to 
sound conservation practices. 

Energy.—The Republican administration would turn the 
clock back to the days before the New Deal, in an effort to 
divert the benefits of the great natural energy resources from 
all the people to a favored few. It has followed for many 
years a “no new starts” policy. 

It has stalled atomic energy development; it has sought to 
cripple rural electrification. 

t has closed the pilot plant on getting oil from shale. 

It has harassed and hampered the TVA. 

We reject this philosophy and these policies. The people 
are entitled to use profitably what they already own. 

The Democratic administration instead will foster the 
development of efficient regional —_— power systems from 
all sources, including water; tidal, and nuclear power, to 
su ply low-cost electricity to all retail electric systems, 
public, private, and cooperative. 

The Democratic administration will continue to develop 
“yardsticks” for measuring the rates of private utility sys- 
tems. ‘This means meeting the needs of rural electric cooper- 
atives for low-interest loans for distribution, transmission, 
and generation facilities; Federal transmission facilities, 
where ey to provide efficient low-cost power sup- 
ply; and strict enforcement of the public-preference clause 
in power marketing. . 

he Democratic administration will support continued 
study and research on energy fuel resources, including new 
sources in wind and sun. fre will push forward with the 
Passamaquoddy tidal power project with its great promise 
of cheaper power and expanded prosperity for the people ot 
New England. 

We support the establishment of a national fuels policy. 

The $15 billion national investment in atomic energy 
should be protected as a part of the public domain. 

Federal lands and forests.—The record of the Republican 
administration in handling the public domain is one of com-. 
plete lethargy. It has failed to secure existing assets. In 
some cases, it has given away priceless resources for plunder 
by private corporations, as in the Al Sarena mining incident 
and the secret leasing of game refuges to favored oil interests. 

The new Democratic administration will develop balanced 
land and forest policies suited: to the needs of a growing 
America. 

This means intensive forest management on a multiple- 
use and sustained-yield basis, reforestation of burnt-over 
lands, building public access roads, range reseeding-and im- 
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provement, intensive work in watershed management, con- 
cern for small business operations, and insuring free public 
access to public lands for recreational uses. 

Minerals.—America uses half the minerals produced. in 
the entire free world. Yet our mining industry is in what 
may be the initial phase of a serious Gaouene depression. 
Sound policy requires that we strengthen the domestic min- 
ing industry without interfering with adequate supplies of 
needed materials at reasonable costs. 

We pledge immediate efforts toward the establishment of a 
realistic long-range minerals policy. 

The new Democratic administration will begin intensive 
research on scientific prospecting for mineral deposits, 

We will speed up the geologic mapping of the country, 
with emphasis on Alaska. 

We will resume research and development work on use of 
low-grade mineral reserves, especially oil shale, lignites, iron 
ore taconite, and radioactive minerals. These efforts have 
been halted or cut back by the Republican administration. 

The Democratic Party favors a study of the problem of 
nonuniform seaward boundaries of the coastal States. 

Government machinery for managing resources.—Long-range 
programing of the Nation’s resource development is essential. 
We favor creation of a council of advisers on resources and 
conservation, which will evaluate and report annually upon 
our resource needs and progress. 

We shall put oe for resources on a businesslike 
basis, distinguishing between operating expense and capital 
investment, so that the country can have an accurate picture 
of the costs and» returns. @ propose the incremental 
method in determining the economic justification of our 
river basin programs. Charges for commercial use of public 
lands will be brought into line with benefits received. 


CITIBS AND THEIR SUBURBS 


A new Democratic administration will expand Federal 
programs to help urban communities clear their slums, dis- 
pene of their sewage, educate their children, transport subur- 

an commuters to and from their jobs, and combat juvenile 
delinquency. 
: ~ will give - city — a wqiee at the Cabinet table 
y bringing together within a single department programs 
euuedadberithiahin and mateniiben roblems. 

The United States ismow predominantly an urban nation. 

The efficiency, comfort, and beauty of our cities and 
suburbs influence the lives of all Americans. 
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Local governments have found increasing difficulty in 
coping with such fundamental public problems as urban 
renewal, slum clearance, water supply, mass transportation, 
recreation, health, welfare, education, and metropolitan 
planning. These problems are, in many cases, interstate 
and regional in scope. 

Yet the Republican administration has turned its back on 
urban and suburban America. The list of Republican vetoes 
includes housing, urban renewal and slum clearance, area 
redevelopment, public works, airports, and stream pollution 
control. It has proposed severe cutbacks in aid for hospital 
construction, public assistance, vocational education, com- 
munity facilities, and sewage disposal. 

The result has been to force communities to thrust an ever 
greater tax load upon the already overburdened property 
taxpayer and to forgo needed public services. 

he Democratic Party believes that State and local 
governments are strengthened—not weakened—by financial 
assistance from the Federal Government. We will extend 
such aid without impairing local administration through 
unnecessary Federal interference or redtape. 

We propose a ween action program to restore our cities 
and provide for balanced suburban development, including 
the following: 

1. The elimination of slums and blight and the restoration 
of cities and depressed areas within the next 10 years. 

2. Federal aid for metropolitan area planning and com- 
ee facility ees 

8. Federal aid for comprehensive metropolitan transporta- 
tion programs, regs} us and rail mass transit, commuter 
railroads as well as highway programs, and construction of 
civil airports. 

4. Federal aid in combating air and water pollution. 

5. Expansion of park systems to meet the recreation needs 
of our growing population. 

The Federal Government must recognize the financial 
burdens placed on local governments, urban and rural alike, 
by Federal installations and landholdings. 


TRANSPORTATION 


Over the past 7 years, we have watched the steady weak- 
ening of the Nation’s transportation systems. Railroads are 
in distress. Highways are congested. Airports and airways 
lag far behind the needs of the jet age. 

o meet this challenge we will establish a national trans- 
peer policy, designed to coordinate and modernize our 
acilities for transportation by road, rail, water, and air. 
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Air.—The jet age has made rapid improvement in air safety 
imperative. Rather than ‘‘an orderly withdrawal’ from the 
airport grant programs as proposed by the Republican admin- 
istration, we pledge to expand the program to accommodate 
growing air traffic. 

Water.—Development of our inland waterways, our harbors, 
and Great Lakes commerce has been held back by the Repub- 
lican President. 

We pledge the improvement of our rivers and harbors by 
new starts and adequate maintenance. 

A strong and efficient American-flag merchant marine is 
essential to peacetime commerce and defense emergencies. 
Continued aid for ship construction and operation to offset 
a= differentials favoring foreign shipping is essential to these 
goals. 

Roads.—The Republican administration has slowed down, 
stretched out, and greatly increased the costs of the interstate 
highway program. 

he Democratic Party supports the highway program em- 
bodied in the acts of 1956 and 1958 and the principle of 
Federal-State partnership in highway construction. 

We commend the Democratic Congress for establishing a 
special committee which has launched an extensive investiga- 
tion of this highway program. Continued scrutiny of this 
multibillion-dollar highway program can prevent waste, inef- 
ficiency, and graft and maintain the public’s\confidence. 

Rail.—The Nation’s railroads are in particular need of free- 
dom from burdensome regulation to enable them to compete 
effectively with other forms of transportation. We also sup- 
port Federal assistance in meeting certain capital needs, 
particularly for urban mass transportation. 


SCIENCE 


We will recognize. the special role of our Federal Govern- 
ment in support of basic and applied research. 

Space.—The Republican admumistration has remained in- 
credibly blind to the prospects of space exploration. It has 
failed to pursue space programs with a sense of urgency at 
all close to their importance to the future of the world. 

It has allowed the Communists to hit the moon first, and 
to launch substantially greater payloads. The Republican 
program is a catchall of assorted projects with no clearly 
defined, long-range plan of research. 

The new Democratic administration will press forward 
with our national space program in full realization of the 
importance of space accomplishments to our national secur- 
ity and our international prestige. We shall reorganize the 
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rogram to achieve both efficiency and speedy execution. 
We shall bring top scientists into positions of responsibility. 
We shall undertake long-term basic research in space science 
and propulsion. 

We shall initiate negotiations leading toward the inter- 
national regulation of space. 

Atomic energy.—The United States became preeminent in 
the development of atomic energy under Democratic ad- 
ministrations. 

The Republican administration, despite its glowing prom- 
ises of ‘“‘Atoms for Peace,’’ has permitted the gradual de- 
terioration of United States leadership in atomic development 
both at home and abroad. 

In order to restore United States leadership in atomic 
development, the new Democratic administration will— 

1. Restore truly nonpartisan and vigorous adminis- 
tration of the vital atomic energy program. 

2. Continue the development of the various promisin 
experimental and prototype atomic powerplants which 
show promise, and provide increasing support for longer 
range projects at the frontiers of atomic energy appli- 
cation. 

3. Continue to preserve and support national labora- 
tories and other Federal atomic installations as the 
foundation of technical progress and a bulwark of 
national defense. 

4. Accelerate the Rover nuclear rocket project and 
auxiliary power facilities so as to achieve world leader- 
ship in peaceful outer space exploration. 

5. Give reality to the United States international 
atoms-for-peace programs, and continue and expand 
technological assistance to underdeveloped countries. 

6. Consider measures for improved organization and 
procedure for radiation protection and reactor safety, 
including a strengthening of the role of the Federal 
Radiation Council, and the separation of quasi-judicial 
functions in rector safety Pelee tionit. 

7. Provide a balanced and flexible nuclear defense 
capability, including the augmentation of the nuclear 
submarine fleet. 

Oceanography.—Oceanographic research is needed to ad- 
vance such important programs as food and minerals 
from our Great Lakes aiid the sea. The present administra- 


tion has neglected this new scientific frontier. 
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GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 


We shall reform the processes of government in all 
branches—executive, legislative, and judicial. We will clean 
out corruption and conflicts of interest, and improve gov- 
ernment services. 

The Federal service—Two weeks before this platform was 
adopted, the difference between the Democratic and Repub- 
lican attitudes toward government employees was dramat- 
ically illustrated. The emetic Congress passed a fully 
justified pay increase to bring government pay scales more 
nearly into line with those of private industry. 

The Republican President vetoed the pay raise. 

The Democratic Congress decisively overrode the veto. 

The heavy responsibilities of modern government require 
a Federal service characterized by devotion to duty, honest 
of purpose, and highest competence. We pledge the mod- 
ernization and strengthening of our civil service system, 

We shall extend and improve the employees’ appeals 
system and improve programs for recognizing the outstanding 
merits of individual employees. 

Ethies in government.—We reject totally the concept of 
om or triple loyalty on the part of Federal officials in high 
places. 

The conflict-of-interest statutes should be revised and 
strengthened to assure the Federal service of maximum 
“eee against. unethical practices on the part of public 
officials. 

The Democratic administration will establish and enforce 
a code of ethics to maintain the full dignity and integrity 
of the Federal service and to make it more attractive to the 
ablest men and women. 

Regulatory agencies —The Democratic Party promises to 
clean up the Federal regulatory agencies, The acceptance 
by Republican appointees to these agencies of gifts, hos- 
pitality, and bribes from interests under their jurisdiction 
1as been a particularly flagrant abuse of public trust. 

We shall bring all contacts with commissioners into the 
open, and will protect them from any form of improper 
pressure. 

We shall appoint. to these agencies men of ability and 
independent judgment who understand that their function 
is to regulate these industries in the public interest. 

We promise a thorough review of existing agency practices, 
with an eye toward speedier decisions, and a clearer defini- 
tion of what constitutes. the public interest. 

The Democratic Party condemns the usurpation by the 
Executive of the powers and functions of any of the inde- 





38 DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM 


pendent agencies and pledges the restoration of the independ- 
ence of such agencies and the protection of their integrity 
of action. 

The postal service—The Republican policy has been to 
treat the United States postal service as a liability instead 
of a great investment in national enlightenment, social 
efficiency, and economic betterment. 

Constant curtailment of service has inconvenienced every 
citizen. 

A program must be undertaken to establish the Post 
Office Department as a model of efficiency and service. 
We pledge ourselves to— 

1. Restore the principle that the postal service is a 
public service. 

2. Separate the public service costs from those to be 
borne by the users of the mails. 

3. Continue steady improvement in working condi- 
tions and wage scales, reflecting increasing productivity. 

4. Establish a long-range program for research and 
capital improvements compatible with the highest 
standards of business efficiency. 

Law enforcement—In recent years, we have been faced 
with a shocking increase in crimes of all kinds. Organized 
criminals have even infiltrated into legitimate business enter- 
prises and labor unions. 

The Republican administration, particularly the Attorney 
General’s office, has failed lamentably to deal with this 
problem despite the growing power of the underworld. The 
new Democratic administration will take vigorous corrective 
action. 

Freedom of information.—We reject the Republican con- 
tention that the workings of government are the special 
private preserve of the Executive. 

The massive wall of secrecy erected between the executive 
branch and the Congress as well as the citizen must be torn 
down. Information must fiow freely, save in those areas in 
which the national security is involved. 

Clean elections—The Democratic Party favors realistic 
and effective limitations on contributions and expenditures, 
and full disclosure of campaign financing in Federal elections. 

We further propose a tax credit to encourage small con- 
tributions to political parties. 

The Democratic Party affirms that every candidate for 
public office has a moral obligation to observe and uphold 
traditional American. principles of decency, honesty, and 
fair play in his campaign for election. 

We deplore efforts to divide the United States into re- 
gional, religious, and ethnic groups. 
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We denounce and repudiate campaign tactics that sub- 
stitute smear and slander, bigotry and false accusations of 
bigotry, for truth and reasoned argument. 

District of Columbia.—The capital city of our Nation 
should be a symbol of democracy to people throughout the 
world. The Democratic Party re s its longstandin 
support of home rule for the District of Columbia, an 
pledges to enact legislation permitting voters of the District 
to elect their own local government. 

We urge the legislatures of the 50 States to ratify the 23d 
amendment, passed by the Democratic Congress, to give 
District citizens the right to participate in Presidential 
elections. 

We also support a constitutional amendment giving the 
District voting representation in Con 5 

Virgin Islands.—We believe that the voters of the Virgin 
Islands should have the right to elect their own Governor, 
to have a delegate in the Congress of the United States, and 
to have the right to vote in national elections for a President 
and Vice President of the United States. 

Puerto Rico.—The social, economic, and political progress 
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico is a testimonial to the 
sound enabling legislation, and to the sincerity and under- 
standing with which the people of the 50 States and Puerto 
Rico are meeting their joint problems. 

The Democratic Party, under whose administration the 
Commonwealth status was established, is entitled to great 
credit for providing the opportunity which the people of 
Puerto Rico have used so successfully. 

Puerto Rico has become a showplace of worldwide interest, 
a tribute to the benefits of the principles of self-determination. 
Further benefits for Puerto Rico under these principles are 
certain to follow. 


CONGRESSIONAL PROCEDURES 


In order that the will of the American people may be 
expressed upon all legislative proposals, we urge that action 
be taken at the beginning of the 87th Congress to improve 


congressional procedures so that majority rule prevails and 


decisions can be made after reasonable debate without being 
blocked by a minority in either House. 

The Rules of the House of Representatives should be so 
amended as to make sure that bills reported by legislative 
en reach the floor for consideration without undue 

elay. 








40 DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM 


CONSUMERS 


In an age of mass production, distribution, and advertising, 
consumers require effective government representation and 
protection. 

The Republican administration has allowed the Food and 
Drug Administration to be weakened. Recent Senate 
hearings on the one industry have revealed how flagrant 
profiteering can be when essential facts on costs, prices, and 
profits are hidden from scrutiny. The new Democratic 
administration will provide the money and the authority to 
strengthen this ageney for its task. 

We propose a consumer counsel, backed by a suitable staff, 
to speak for consumers in the formulation of government 
policies and represent consumers in administrative proceed- 


ings. 

The consumer also has a right to know the cost of credit 
when he borrows money. We shall enact Federal legislation 
requiring the vendors of credit to provide a statement of 
specific credit charges and what these charges cost in terms 
of true annual interest, 


VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


We adhere to the American tradition dating from the 
Plymouth Colony in New England in 1636: 


* * * any soldier injured in defense of the colony 
shall be maintained competently by the colony for 
the remainder of his life. 


We pledge adequate compensation for those with service- 
connected disabilities and for the survivors of those who died 
in service or from service-connected disabilities. We- pledge 
pensions adequate for a full and dignified life for disabled and 
distressed veterans and for needy survivors of deceased 
veterans. 

Veterans of World War I, whose Federal benefits have not 
matched those of veterans of subsequent service, will receive 
the special attention of the Democratic Party looking toward 
equitable adjustments. 

We endorse expanded programs of vocational rehabilitation 
for disabled veterans, and education for orphans of service- 
men, 

The quality of medical care furnished to the disabled vet- 
erans has deteriorated under the Republican administration. 
We shall work for an increased availability of facilities for all 
veterans in need and we shall move with particular urgency 
e 7 the need for expanded domiciliary and nursing-home 

acilities. 
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We shall continue the veterans home loan guarantee and 
direct loan programs and educational benefits patterned after 
the GI bill of rights. 


AMERICAN INDIANS 


We recognize the unique legal and moral responsibility of 
the Federal Government for Indians in restitution for the 
injustice that has sometimes been done them. We therefore 
pledge prompt adoption of a program to assist Indian tribes 
in the full development of their human and natural resources 
and to advance the health, education, and economic well- 
being of Indian citizens while preserving their cultural 
heritage. 

Free consent of the Indian tribes concerned shall be 
required before the Federal Government makes any change 
in any Federal-Indian treaty or other contractual relationship. 

The new Democratic administration will bring competent, 
sympathetic, and dedicated leadership to the administration 
of Indian affairs which will end practices that have eroded 
Indian mre and resources, reduced the Indians’ land base, 
and repudiated Federal responsibility. Indian claims against 
the United States can and will be settled promptly, whether 
by negotiation or other means, in the best interest of both 
parties. 

THE ARTS 


The arts flourish where there is freedom and where indi- 
vidual initiative and imagination are encouraged. We enjoy 
the blessings of such an atmosphere. 

The Nation should begin to evaluate the possibilities for 
encouraging and expanding participation in and appreciation 
of our cultural life. 

We propose a Federal advisory agency to assist in the 
evaluation, development, and expansion of cultural resources 
of the United States. We shall support legislation needed 
to provide incentives for those endowed with extraordinary 
talent, as a worthy supplement to existing scholarship 
programs. 

CIVIL LIBERTIES 


With democratic values threatened today by Communist 
tyranny, we reaffirm our dedication to the Bill of Rights. 
Freedom and civil liberties, far from being incompatible with 
security, are vital to our national strength. Unfortunately, 
those high in the Republican administration have all too 
often sullied the name and honor of loyal and faithful Ameri- 
can citizens in and out of government. 
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The Democratic Party will strive to improve congres- 
sional investigating and hearing procedures. We shall 
abolish useless disclaimer affidavits such as those for student 
educational loans. We shall provide a full and fair hearing, 
including confrontation of the accuser, to any person whose 
— or private employment or reputation is jeopardized 

y a loyalty or security proceeding. 

Protection of rights of American citizens to travel, to 
pursue lawful trade, and to engage in other lawful activities 
abroad without distinction as to race or religion is a cardinal 
function of the national sovereignty. 

We will oppose any international agreement or treaty 
which by its terms or practices differentiates among American 
citizens on grounds of race or religion. 


Fei) boot 


The list of unfinished business for America is long. The 
accumulated neglect of nearly a decade cannot be wiped 
out overnight, any of the objectives which we seek will 
require our best efforts over a period of years. 

Although the task is far reaching, we will tackle it with 
vigor and confidence. We will substitute planning for 
confusion, purpose for indifference, direction for drift and 
apathy. 

We will organize the policymaking machinery of the 
executive branch to provide vigor and leadership in estab- 
lishing our national goals and achieving them. 

The new Democratic President will sign, not veto, the 
efforts of a Democratic Congress to create more jobs, to 
build more homes, to save family farms, to clean up polluted 
streams and rivers, to help depressed areas, and to provide 
full employment for our people. 


FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 


We vigorously reject the notion that America, with a 
half-trillion-dollar gross national product, and nearly half of 
the world’s industrial resources, cannot afford to meet our 
needs at home and in our world relationships. 

We believe, moreover, that except in periods of recession 
or national emergency, these needs can be met, with a 
balanced budget, with no increase in present tax rates, and 
with some surplus for the gradual reduction of our national 
debt. 

To assure such a balance we shall pursue a four-point 
program of fiscal responsibility. 
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First, we shall end the gross waste in Federal expenditures 
which needlessly raises the budgets of many Government 
agencies. 

The most conspicuous unnecessary item is, of course, the 
excessive cost of interest on the national debt. Courageous 
action to end duplication and competition among the armed 
services will achieve large savings. ‘The cost of the agri- 
cultural program can be reduced while at the same time 
prosperity is being restored to the Nation’s farmers. 

Second, we shall collect the billions in taxes which are owed 
to the Federal Government but not now collected. 

The Internal Revenue Service is still suffering from the 
cuts inflicted upon its enforcement staff by the Republican 
administration and the Republican Congress in 1953. 

The administration’s own Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue has testified that billions of dollars in revenue are 
lost each year because the Service does not have sufficient 
agents to follow up on tax evasion. 

We will add enforcement personnel, and develop new 
techniques of enforcement, to collect tax revenue which is 
now being lost through evasion. 

Third, we shall close the loopholes in the tax laws by which 
certain privileged groups legally escape their fair share of 
taxation. 

Among the more conspicuous loopholes are depletion 
allowances which are inequitable, special consideration for 
recipients of dividend income, and deductions for extrava- 
gant “business expenses” which have reached scandalous 
proportions. 

ax reform can raise additional revenue and at the same 
time increase legitimate incentives for growth, and make it 
possible to ease the burden on the general taxpayer whe now 
ays an unfair share of taxes because of special Sevens to the 


ew, 

Fourth, we shall bring in added Federal tax revenues by 
expanding the economy itself. Each dollar of additional 
production puts an additional 18 cents in tax revenue in the 
national treasury. A 5 percent growth rate, therefore, will 
mean that at the end of 4 years the Federal Government 
will have had a total of nearly $50 billion in additional tax 
revenues above those ee, received. 

By these four methods we can sharply increase the Gov- 
ernment funds available for needed services, for correction 
of tax inequities, and for debt or tax reduction. 

Much of the challenge of the 1960’s, however, remains 
unforeseen and unforeseeable. 

If, therefore, the unfolding demands of the new decade at 
home or abroad should impose clear national responsibilities 
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that cannot be fulfilled without higher taxes, we will not 
allow political disadvantage to deter us from doing what is 
required. 

As we proceed with the urgent task of restoring America’s 
productivity, confidence, and power, we will never forget 
that our national interest is more than the sum total of all 
the group interests in America. 

hen group interests conflict with the national interest, 
it will be the national interest which we serve. 


IV 


On its values and goals the quality of American life 
depends, Here above all our national interest and our 
devotion to the Rights of Man coincide. 

Democratic administrations under Wilson, Roosevelt, and 
Truman led the way in pressing for economic justice for all 
Americans. 

But man does not live by bread alone. A new Democratic 
administration, like its predecessors, will once again look 
beyond material goals to the spiritual meaning of American 
society. 

We have drifted into a national mood that accepts payola 
and quiz scandals, tax evasion and false expense accounts, 
soaring crime rates, influence peddling in ,high government 
circles, and the exploitation of sadistic violence as popular 
entertainment, 

For 8 long critical years our present national leadership 
has made no effective effort to reverse this mood. 

The new Democratic administration will help create a 
sense of national purpose and higher standards of public 
behavior. 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


We shall also seek to create an affirmative new atmosphere 
in which to deal with racial divisions and inequalities which 
threaten both the integrity of our democratic faith and the 
proposition on which our Nation was founded—that. all 
men are created equal. It is our faith in human dignit 
that distinguishes our open, free society from the closed, 
totalitarian society of the Communists. 

The Constitution of the United States rejects the notion 
that the Rights of Man means the rights of some men only. 
We reject it, too. 

-The right to vote is the first principle of self-government. 
The Constitution also guarantees to all Americans the equal 
protection of the laws. 
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It is the duty of the Congress to enact the laws necessary 
and proper to protect and promote these constitutional 
rights. The Supreme Court has the power to interpret these 
rights and the laws thus enacted. 

It is the duty of the President to see that these rights are 
respected and that the Constitution and laws as interpreted 
by the Supreme Court are faithfully executed. 

What is now required is effective moral amd _ political 
leadership by the whole executive branch of our Govern- 
ment to make equal opportunity a living reality for all 
Americans. 

As the party of Jefferson, we shall provide that leadership. 

In every city and State in greater or lesser degree there is 
discrimination based on color, race, religion, or national 
origin. 

f discrimination in voting, education, the administration 
of justice, or segregated lunch counters are the issues in one 
area, discrimination in housing and employment may be 
pressing questions elsewhere. 

The peaceful demonstrations for first-class citizenship 
which have recently taken place in many parts of this country 
are a signal to all of us to make good at long last the guaran- 
tees of our Constitution. 

The time has come to assure equal access for all Americans 
to all areas of community life, including voting booths, 
schoolrooms, jobs, housing, and public facilities, 

The Democratic administration which takes office next 
January will therefore use the full powers provided im the 
Civil Rights Acts of 1957 and 1960 to secure for all Americans 
the right to vote. 

If these powers, vigorously invoked by a new Attorney 
General onl vaca’ by a strong and imaginative Democratic 
President, prove inadequate, further powers will be sought. 

We will support whatever action is necessary to eliminate 
literacy tests and the payment of poll taxes as requirements 
for voting. 

A new Democratic administration will also use its full 

Sweetie and moral—to ensure the beginning of good- 
aith compliance with the constitutional requirement that 
racial discrimination be ended in public education. 

We believe that) every adhats district. affected by the 
Supreme Court’s school desegregation decision should submit 
a plan providing for! at least first-step compliance by 1963, 
the 100th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. 

To facilitate compliance, technical and financial assistance 
should be given to school districts facing special problems of 
transition. 
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For this and for the protection of all other constitutional 
rights of Americans, the Attorney General should be em- 
powered and directed to file civil mjunction suits in Federal 
courts to prevent the denial of any civil right on grounds of 
race, creed, or color. 

The new Democratic administration will support Federal 
legislation establishing a Fair Employment Practices Com- 
mission to secure effectively for everyone the right to equal 
opportunity for employment. 

In 1949 the President’s Committee on Civil Rights recom- 
mended a permanent Commission on Civil Rights. The new 
Democratic administration will broaden the scope and 
strengthen the powers of the present Commission and make 
it permanent. 

Tts functions will be to provide assistance to communities, 
industries, or individuals in the implementation of constitu- 
tional rights in education, housing, employment, transporta- 
tion and the administration of justice. 

In addition, the Democratic administration will use its full 
executive powers to assure equal employment opportunities 
and to terminate racial segregation throughout Federal 
services and institutions, and on all Government contracts. 
The successful desegregation of the armed services took place 
through such decisive Executive action under President 
Truman. 

Similarly the new Democratic_administration will take 
action to end discrimination in Federal housing programs, 
including federally assisted housing. 

To accomplish these goals will require Executive orders, 
legal actions brought by the Attorney General, legislation, 
= improved congressional procedures to safeguard majority 

e. 

Above all, it will require the strong, active, persuasive, 
and inventive leadership of the President of the United 


States. 
ae oe 


The Democratic President who takes office next January 
will face unprecedented challenges. His administration will 
present a new face to the world. 

Tt will be a bold, confident, affirmative face. We will 
draw new strength from the universal truths which the 
founder of our party asserted in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence to be “self-evident.” 

Emerson once spoke of an unending contest in human 
affairs, a contest’ between the Party of Hope and the Party 
of Memory. 
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For 744 years America, governed by the Party of Memory, 
has taken a holiday from history. 

As the Party of Hope it is our responsibility and oppor- 
tunity to call forth the greatness of the American people. 

In this spirit, we hereby rededicate ourselves to the con- 
tinuing service of the Rights of Man—everywhere in America 
and everywhere else on God’s earth. 








The Republican Conyention of 1960 was held at. Chicago, 
Ill, July 25-28. 

Richard M. Nixon, of California, was nominated for 
President, and Henry Cabot Lodge, of Massachusetts, was 
nominated for Vice President, 

The following platform was adopted: 
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PREAMBLE 


The United States is living in an age of profoundest revo- 
lution. The lives of men and of nations are undergoing such 
transformations as history has rarely recorded. The birth 
of new nations, the impact of new machines, the threat of 
new weapons, the stirring of new ideas, the ascent into a new 
dimension of the universe—everywhere the accent falls on 
the new. 

At such a time of world upheaval, great perils match great 
opportunities—and hopes, as well as fears, rise in all areas of 
human life. Such a force as nuclear power symbolizes the 
oreatness of the choice before the United States and mankind. 

he energy of the atom could bring devastation to humanity. 
Or it could be made to serve men’s hopes for peace and 
progress—to make for all peoples a more healthy and secure 
and prosperous life than man co ever known. 

One fact darkens the reasonable hopes of free men: the 
growing vigor and thrust of Communist imperialism, Eyvy- 
erywhere across the earth, this force challenges us to prove 
our strength and wisdom, our capacity for sacrifice, our faith 
in ourselves and in our institutions. 

Freemen look to us for leadership and support, which we 
dedicate ourselves to give out of the abundance of our 
national strength. 

The fate of the world will be deeply affected, perhaps 
determined, by the quality.of American leadership. Amer- 
ican leadership means both how we govern ourselves and 
how we help to influence others. We deliberate the choice 
of national leadership and policy, mindful that in. some 
measure our proposals involve, the fate of mankind. 

The leadership of the United States must be responsible 
and mature; its promises must be rational and practical, 
soberly pledged and faithfully undertaken. Its purposes and 
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its aspirations must ascend to that high ground of right and 
freedom upon which mankind may dwell and progress in 
decent security. 

We are impressed, but not dismayed, by the revolutionary 
turbulence that is wracking the world. In the midst of 
violence and change, we draw strength and confidence from 
the changeless principles of our free Constitution. Freemen 
are invincible when the power and courage, the patience and 
the — latent in them are drawn forth by reasonable 
appeal. 

in this Republican platform we offer to the United States 
our program—our call to service, our pledge of leadership, 
our proposal of measures in the public interest. We call 
upon God, in whose hand is every blessing, to favor our deliber- 
ations with wisdom, our Nation with endurance, and troubled 
mankind everywhere with a righteous peace. 


FOREIGN POLICY 


The Republican Party asserts that the sovereign purpose 
of our foreign policy is to secure the free institutions of our 
Nation against every peril, to hearten and fortify the love of 
freedom everywhere in the world, and to achieve a just peace 
for all of anxious humanity. 

The preeminence of this Republic requires of us a vigorous 
resolute foreign policy—inflexible against every tyrannical 
encroachment, and mighty in its advance toward our own 
affirmative goals. 

The Government of the United States, under the adminis- 
tration of President Eisenhower and Vice President Nixon, 
has demonstrated that firmness in the face of threatened 
aggression is the most dependable safeguard of peace. We 
now reaffirm our determination to defend the security and 
the freedom of our country, to honor our commitments to 
our allies at whatever cost or sacrifice, and never to submit 
to force or threats. Our determination to stand fast has 
forestalled aggression before Berlin, in the Formosa Straits, 
and in Lebanon. Since 1954 no free nation has fallen victim 
behind the Iron Curtain. We mean to adhere to the policy 
of firmness that has served us so well. 

We are unalterably committed to maintaining the security, 
freedom, and solidarity of the Western Hemisphere. e 
support President Eisenhower’s reaffirmation of the Monroe 
Doctrine in all its vitality. Faithful to our treaty commit- 
ments, we shall join the Republics of the Americas against 
any intervention in our hemisphere, and in refusing to toler- 
ate the establishment in this hemisphere of any government 
dominated by the foreign rule of communism. 


REPUBLICAN PARTY PLATFORM 51 


In the Middle East, we shall continue to support the integ- 
rity and independence of all the states of that area including 
Israel and the Arab States. 

With specific reference to Israel and the Arab Nations we 
urge them to undertake negotiations for a mutually accept- 
able settlement of the causes of tension between them. We 
pledge continued efforts— 

To eliminate the obstacles to a lasting peace in the 
area, including the human problem of the Arab refugees. 

To seek an end to transit and trade restrictions, 
blockades, and boycotts. 

To secure freedom of navigation in international 
waterways, the cessation of discrimmation against 
Americans on the basis of religious beliefs, and an end 
to the wasteful and dangerous arms race and to the 
threat of an arms imbalance in the area. 

Recognition of Communist China and its admission to the 
United Nations have been firmly opposed by the Republican 
administration. We will continue in this opposition because 
of compelling evidence that to do otherwise would weaken the 
cause of freedom and endanger the future of the free peoples 
of Asia and the world. The brutal suppression of the human 
rights and the religious traditions of the Tibetan people is an 
unhappy evidence of the need to persist in our policy. 

The countries of the free world have been benefited, rein- 
forced, and drawn closer together by the vigor of American 
support of the United Nations, and by our participation in 
such regional organizations as NATO, SEATO, CENTO, the 
Organization of American States, and other collective secu- 
rity alliances. We assert our intention steadfastly to uphold 
the action and principles of these bodies. 

We believe military assistance to our allies under the 
mutual security program should be continued with all the 
vigor and funds needed to maintain the strength of our 
alliances at levels essential to our common safety: 

The firm diplomacy of the Eisenhower-Nixon administra- 
tion has been supported by a military power superior to any 
in the history of our Nation or in the world. As long as 
world tensions menace us with war, we are resolved to main- 
tain an armed power exceeded by no other. 

Under Republican administration, the Government, has 
developed original and constructive programs mm many 
fields—open skies, atoms for peace, cultural and technical 
exchanges, the peaceful uses of outer space and Antarctica — 
to make known to men everywhere our desire to advance the 
cause of peace. We mean, as a party, to continue in the 
same course. 
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We recognize and freely acknowledge the support given to 
these principles and policies by all Americans, irrespective of 
party. Standing as they do above partisan challenge, such 
principles and policies will, we earnestly hope, continue to 
have bipartisan support. 

We established a new independent agency, the United 
States Information Agency, fully recognizing the tremendous 
importance of the struggle for men’s minds. Today, our in- 
formation program throughout the world is a greatly im- 
proved medium for explaining our policies and actions to 
audiences overseas, answering Communist propaganda, and 
——- a true image of American life. 

his is the Republican record. We rededicate ourselves to 
the principles that have animated it, and we pledge ourselves 
to persist in those principles, and to apply them to the 
problems, the oceasions, and the opportunities to be faced by 
the new admunistration. 

We confront today the global offensive of communism, in- 
creasingly aggressive and violent 1m its enterprises. The 
agency of that offensive is Soviet policy, aimed at the subver- 
sion of the world. 

Recently we have noted Soviet Union pretexts to inter- 
vene in the affairs of newly independent countries, accom- 
panied by threats of the use of nuclear weapons. Such inter- 
ventions constitute a form of subversion against the sover- 
eignty of these new nations and a direct challenge to the 
United Nations, 

The immediate strategy of the Soviet impcrialists is to 
destroy the world’s confidence in America’s desire for peace, 
to threaten with violence our mutual security arrangements, 
and to sever the bonds of amity and respect among the free 
nations. To nullify the Soviet conspiracy is our greatest 
task. The United States faces this challenge and resolves to 
meet it with courage and confidence. 

To this end we will continue to support and strengthen the 
United Nations as an instrument for peace, for international 
cooperation, and for the advancement of the fundamental 
freedoms and humane interests of mankind. 

Under the United Nations we will work for the peaceful 
settlement of international disputes and the extension of the 
rule of law in the world. 

And, in furtherance of President Eisenhower’s proposals 
for the peaceful use of space, we suggest that the United 
Nations take the initiative to develop a body of law appli- 
cable thereto. 

Through all the calculated shifts of Soviet tactics and 
mood, the Fisenhower-Nixon administration has demon- 
strated its willingness to negotiate in earnest with the Soviet 
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Union to arrive at just settlements for the reduction of world 
tensions. We pledge the new administration to continue in 
the same course. 

We are similarly ready to negotiate and to institute realistic 
methods and safeguards for disarmament, and for the suspen- 
sion of nuclear tests. We advocate an early agreement by all 
nations to forego nuclear tests in the atmosphere, and the sus- 
pension of other tests as verification techniques permit. We 
support the President in any decision he may make to re- 
evaluate the question of resumption of underground nuclear 
explosions testing, if the Geneva Conference fails to produce 
a satisfactory agreement. We have deep concern about the 
mounting nuclear arms race. This concern leads us to seek 
disarmament and nuclear agreements. And an equal con- 
cern to protect all peoples from nuclear danger leads us to 
insist that such agreements have adequate safeguards. 

We recognize that firm political and military policies, while 
imperative for our security, cannot in themselves build peace 
in the world. 

In Latin America, Asia, Africa, and the Middle East, 
peoples of ancient and recent independence have shown their 
determination to improve their standards of living, and to 
enjoy an equality with the rest of mankind in the enjoyment 
of the fruits of civilization. This determination has become 
a primary fact of their political life. We declare ourselves to 
be in sympathy with their aspirations. 

We have already created unprecedented dimensions of 
diplomacy for these purposes. | We recognize that upon our 
support of well-conceived programs of economic cooperation 
among nations rest the best hopes of hundreds of millions of 
friendly people for a decent future for themselves and their 
children. Our mutual security program of economic help 
and technical assistance; the Development Loan Fund, the 
Inter-American Bank, the International Development Asso- 
ciation, and the food for peace program, which create the 
conditions for progress in less developed countries; our leader- 
ship in international efforts to help children, eliminate pesti- 
lence and disease, and aid refugees—these are programs wise 
in concept and generous in purpose. We mean to continue 
in support of them. 

Now we propose the further evolution of our programs for 
assistance to and cooperation with other nations, suitable to 
the emerging needs of the future. 

We will encourage the countries of Latin America, Africa, 
the Middle East, and Asia to initiate appropriate regional 
groupings to work out plans for economic and educational 
development. We anticipate that the United Nations 
Special Fund would be of assistance in developing such plans. 











54 REPUBLICAN PARTY PLATFORM 


The United States would offer its cooperation in planning, 
and the provision of technical personnel for this purpose. 
Agreeable to the developing nations, we would join with them 
in inviting countries with advanced economies to share 
with us a proportionate part of the capital and technical aid 
required. We would emphasize the increasing use of private 
capital and government loans, rather than outright grants, 
as a means of fostering independence and mutual respect. 
The President’s recent initiative of a joint partnership pro- 
gram for Latin America opens the way to this approach. 

We would propose that such groupings adopt means to 
attain viable economies following such examples as the 
European Common Market. And if from these institutions 
there should follow stronger economic and political unions, 
we would welcome them with our support. 

Despite the counterdrive of international communism, 
relentless against individual freedom and subversive of the 
sovereignty of nations, a powerful drive for freedom has 
swept the world since World War IT and many heroic epi- 
sodes in the Communist countries have demonstrated anew 
that freedom will not die. 

The Republican Party reaffirms its determination to use 
every peaceful means to help the captive nations toward 
their independence, and thus their freedom to live and wor- 
ship according to conscience. We do not condone the sub- 
jugation of the peoples of Hungary, Poland, East Germany, 
Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Albania, Bulgaria, Latvia, Lith. 
uania, Estonia, and other once free nations. We are not 
shaken in our hope and belief that once again they will 
rule themselves. 

Our time surges with change and challenge, peril and 
reat opportunities. It calls us to great tasks and efforts— 
or freemen can hope to guard freedom only if they prove 

capable of historic acts of wisdom and courage. 
wight David Eisenhower stands today throughout the 
world as the greatest champion of peace and justice and 


good, 

The Republican Party brings to the days ahead trained, 
experienced, mature, and courageous leadership. 

Our party was born for freedom’s sake. It is still the 
party of full freedom in our country. As in Lincoln’s time, 
our party and its leaders will meet the challenges and op- 
portunities of our time and keep our country the best and 
enduring hope of freedom for the world. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE 


The future of freedom depends heavily upon America’s 
military might and that of her allies. Under the LEisen- 
hower-Nixon administration, our military might has been 
forged into a power second to none. ‘This strength, tailored 
to serve the needs of national policy, has deterred and must 
continue to deter aggression and encourage the growth of 
freedom in the ae This is the only sure way to a world 
at peace. 

e have checked aggression. We ended the war in Korea. 
We have joined uaine nations in creating strong defenses. 
Swift technological change and the warning signs of Soviet 
ageruesiyeniann make clear that intensified and courageous 
efforts are necessary, for the new problems of the 1960’s will, 
of course, demand new efforts on the part of our entire nation. 
The Republican Party is pledged to making certain that our 
arms, and our will to use them, remain superior to all threats. 
We have, and will continue to have, the defenses we need to 
protect our freedom. 

The strategic imperatives of our national defense policy 
are these: 

A second-strike capability, that is, a nuclear retaliatory 
power that can survive surprise attack, strike back, and 
destroy any possible enemy. 

Highly mobile and versatile forces, including forces de- 
ployed, to deter or check local aggressions and “brush fire 
wars” which might bring on all-out nuclear war. 

National determination to employ all necessary military 
capapilities so as to render any level of aggression unprofit- 
able. Deterrence of war since Korea, specifically, has been 
the result of our firm statement that we will never again 
permit a potential aggressor to set the ground rules for his 
aggression; that we will respond to aggression with the full 
means and weapons best suited to the situation. 

Maintenance of these imperatives requires these actions: 

Unremitting modernization of our retaliatory forces, con- 
tinued development of the manned bomber well into the 
missile age, with necessary numbers of these bombers pro- 
tected through dispersal and airborne alert. 

Development and production of new strategic meee 
such as the Polaris submarine and ballistic missile. Never 
again will they be neglected, as intercontinental missile 
oe was neglected between the end of World War II 
and 1953. 

Accelerate as necessary, development of hardening, mobil- 
ity, dispersal, and production programs for long-range 
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missiles and the speedy perfection of new and advanced 
generations of missiles and antimissile missiles. 

Intensified development of active civil defense to enable 
our people to protect themselves against the deadly hazards 
of atomic attack, particularly fallout, and to develop a new 
program to build a reserve of storable food, adequate to the 
needs of the population after an atomic attack. 

Constant intelligence operations regarding Communist 
military preparations to prevent another Pearl Harbor. 

A military establishment organized in accord with a nation- 
al strategy which enables the unified commands in Europe, 
the Pacific, and this continent to continue to respond prompt- 
ly to any kind of aggression. 

Strengthening of the military might of the free-world na- 
tions in such ways as to encourage them to assume increasing 
responsibility for regional security. 

ontinuation of the “long pull” preparedness policies 
which, as inaugurated under the Eisenhower-Nixon admun- 
istration, have avoided the perilous peaks and slumps of 
defense spending and planning which marked earlier admin- 
istrations. 

There is no price ceiling on America’s security. The 
United States can and must provide whatever is necessary 
to insure its own security and that of the free world and to 
provide any necessary increased expenditures to meet new 
situations, to guarantee the opportunity to fulfill the hopes 
of men of good will everywhere. To provide more would be 
wasteful. To provide less would be catastrophic. Our de- 
fense posture must remain steadfast, confident, and superior 
to all potential foes. 


ECONOMIC GROWTH AND BUSINESS 


To provide the means to a better life for individual Ameri- 
cans and to strengthen the forces of freedom in the world, we 
count on the proved productivity of our free economy. 

Despite the lamentations of the opposition in viewing the 
economic scene today, the plain fact is that our $500 billion 
economy finds more Americans at work, earning more, spend- 
ing more, saving more, investing more, building more than 
ever before in history. The well-being of our people, by 
virtually every yardstick, has greatly advanced under this 
Republican administration. 

But we can and must do better. We must raise employ- 
ment to even higher levels and utilize even more fully our 
expanding, overall capacity to produce. We must quicken 
the pace of our economic growth to prove the power of Amer- 
ican free enterprise to meet growing and urgent demands: 
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to sustain our military posture, to provide jobs for a growing 
labor force in a time of rapid technological change, to improve 
living standards, to serve all the needs of an expanding pop- 
ulation. 

We therefore accord high priorty to vigorous economic 
growth and recognize that its mainspring lies in the private 
sector of the economy. We must continue to foster a healthy 
climate in that sector. We reject the concept of artifical 
growth forced by massive new Federal spending and loose 
money policies. The only effective way to accelerate eco- 
nomic growth is to increase the traditional strengths of our 
free economy—initiative and investment, productivity and 
efficiency. To that end we favor: 

Broadly based tax reform to foster jobmaking and growth- 
making investment for modernization and. expansion, includ- 
ing realistic incentive depreciation schedules. 

se of the full powers of government to prevent the scour- 
ges of depression and inflation. 

Elimination of featherbedding practices by labor and 
business. 

Maintenance of a stable dollar as an indispensable means 
to progress. 

elating wage and other payments in production to pro- 
ductivity—exeept when necessary to correct inequities—in 
order to help us stay competitive at home and abroad. 

Spurring the economy by advancing the successful Eisen- 
hower-Nixon program fostering new and small business, by 
continued active enforcement of the antitrust laws, by pro- 
tecting consumers and investors against the hazard and eco- 
nomic waste of fraudulent and criminal practices in the 
market place, and by keeping the Federal Government from 
unjustly competing with private enterprise upon which 
Americans mainly depend for their livelihood. 

Continued improvement of our vital transportation net- 
work, carrying forward rapidly the vast Kisenhower-Nixon 
national highway program and promoting safe, efficient, 
competitive, and integrated transport by air, road, rail, and 
water under equitable, impartial, and minimal regulation 
directed to those ends. 

Carrying forward, under the Trade Agreements Act, the 
policy of gradual selective—and truly reciprocal—reduction 
of unjustifiable barriers to trade among free nations. We 
advocate effective adminstration of the act’s escape clause 
and peril point provisions to safeguard American jobs and 
domestic industries against serious injury. In oe of our 
national trade policy we should continue the Eisenhower- 
Nixon program of using this Government’s negotiating 
powers to open markets abroad and to eliminate remaining 
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discrimination against our goods. We should also encourage 
the development of fair labor standards in exporting coun- 
tries in the interest of fair competition in international trade. 
We should, too, expand the administration’s export drive, 
encourage tourists to come from abroad, and protect United 
States investors against arbitrary confiscations and expro- 
priations by foreign governments. ‘Through these and other 
constructive policies, we will better our international balance 
of payments. 

ischarge by government of responsibility for those activ- 
ities which the private sector cannot do or cannot so well 
do, such as constructive Federal-local action to aid areas of 
chronic high unemployment, a sensible farm policy, devel- 
ons and wise use of natural resources, suitable support 
of education and research, and equality of job opportunity 
for all Americans. 

Action on these fronts, designed to release the strongest 
productive force in human affairs—the spirit of individual 
enterprise—can contrbute greatly to our goal of a steady, 
strongly growing eccnomy. 


LABOR 


America’s growth cannot be compartmentalized. Labor 
and management cannot prosper without each other. They 
cannot ignore their mutual public obligation. 

Industrial harmony, expressing these mutual interests, can 
best be achieved in a climate of free collective bargaining, 
with minimal government intervention except by mediation 
and conciliation. 

Even in dealing with emergency situations imperiling the 
national safety, ways of solution must be found to enhance 
and not impede the processes of free collective bargaining— 
carefully considered ways that are in keeping with the 
policies of national labor relations legislation and with the 
need to strengthen the hand of the President in dealing with 
such emergencies. 

In the same spirit, Republican leardership will continue to 
encourage discussions, away from the bargaining table 
between labor and management to consider the mutual 
interest. of all Americans in maintaining industrial peace. 

Republican policy firmly supports the right of employers 
and unions freely to enter into agreements providing for the 
union shop and other forms of union security as authorized 
by the Labor-Management Relations Act of 1947 (the Taft- 

artley Act. i 

Republican-sponsored legislation has supported the right 
of union members to full participation in the affairs of their 
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union and their right to freedom from racketeering and 
gangster interference whether by labor or management in 
labor-management relations. 

Republican action: has given to millions of American 
working men and women new or expanded protection and 
benefits, such as: 

Increased Federal minimum wage; 

Extended coverage of unemployment insurance 
and the payment of additional temporary benefits 
provided in 1958-59; 

Improvement of veterans’ reemployment rights; 

Extension of Federal workman’s compensation cov- 
erage and increase of benefits; 

Legislative assurance of safety standards for long- 
shore and harbor workers and for the transportation 
of migratory workers; 

An increase of railroad workers’ retirement and dis- 
ability benefits. 

Seven past years of accomplishments, however, are but 
a base to build. upon in fostering, promoting and improvin 
the welfare of America’s working men and women, bot 
organized and unorganized. We pledge, therefore, action 
on these constructive lines: 

Diligent administration of the amended Labor-Manage- 
ment Relations Act of 1947 (Taft-Hartley Act) and the 
Labor-Management Reporting and Disclosure Act of 1959 
(Landrum-Griffin Act) with recommendations for improve- 
ments which experience shows are needed to make them 
more effective or remove any inequities. 

Correction of defects in the Welfare and Pension Plans 
Disclosure Act to protect employees’ and beneficiaries’ 
interests. 

Upward revision in amount and extended coverage of the 
minimum wage to several million more workers. 

Strengthening the unemployment insurance system and 
extension of its benefits. 

Improvement of the 8-hour laws relating to hours and 
and overtime compensation on Federal and federally as- 
sisted construction, and continued vigorous enforcement 
and improvement of minimum wage laws for Federal supply 
and construction contracts. 

Continued improvement of manpower skills and training 
to meet a new era of challenges, including action programs 
to aid older workers, women, youth, and the physically 
handicapped. 

Encouragement of training programs by labor, industry, 
and government to aid in finding new jobs for persons dis- 
located by automation or other economic changes. 
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Improvement of job opportunities and working condi- 
tions of migratory farmworkers. 

Assurance of equal pay for equal work regardless of sex; 
encouragement of programs to insure on-the-job safety, and 
encouragement of the States to improve their labor stand- 
ards legislation, and to improve veterans’ employment 
rights and benefits. 

Encouragement abroad of free democratic institutions, 
higher living standards and higher wages through such agen- 
cies as the International Labor Organization, and cooperation 
with the free trade union movement in strengthening free 
labor throughout the world. 


AGRICULTURE 


Americans are the best fed and the best clothed people in 
the world. Our challenge fortunately is one of Sling with 
abundance, not overcoming shortage. The fullness of our 
fields, forests, and grazing Tands is an important advantage 
in our struggle against worldwide tyranny and our crusade 
against poverty. Our farmers have provided us with a 
powerful weapon in the ideological and economic struggle 
in which we are now engaged. 

Yet, far too many of our farm families, the source of this 
strength, have not received a fair return for their labors. For 
too long, Democratic-controlled Congresses have stalemated 
progress by clinging to obsolete programs conceived for diff- 
erent times and different problems. 

Promises of specific levels of price support or a single type 
of program for all agriculture are cruel deceptions based 
upon the pessimistic pretense that only with ngid controls 
can farm families be aided. The Republican Party will 
provide within the framework of individual freedom a greater 
bargaining power to assure an equitable return for the work 
and capital supplied by farmers. 

The Republican Party pledges itself to develop new pro- 
grams to improve and stabilize farm family income. It 
recognizes two main challenges: the immediate one of utiliz- 
ing mcome-depressing surpluses, and the long-range one of 
steady balanced growth and development with a minimum 
of Federal interference and control. 

To utilize immediately surpluses in an orderly manner, 
with a minimum impact on domestic and foreign markets, 
we e: 

Tatensification of the food for peace program, including 
new cooperative efforts among food-surplus nations to assist 
the hungry peoples in less favored areas of the world. 
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Payment in kind, out of existing surpluses, as part of our 
land retirement program. 

Creation of a stragetic food reserve properly dispersed in 
forms which can be preserved for long periods against the 
contingency of grave national emergency. 

Strengthened efforts to distribute surpluses to schools and 
low-income and needy citizens of our own country. 

A reorganization of Commodity Credit, Corporation’s in- 
ventory Management operations to reduce competition with 
the marketings of farmers. 

To assure steady balanced growth and agricultural progress, 
we pledge: 

A crash research program to develop industrial and other 
uses of farm products. 

Use of price supports at levels best fitted to specific com- 
modities, in order to widen markets, ease production controls, 
and help achieve increased farm family income. 

Acceleration of production adjustments, including a large- 
scale land conservation reserve program on a voluntary and 
equitable rental basis, with full consideration of the impact on 
local communities. 

Continued progress in the wise use and conservation of 
water and soil resources. 

Use of marketing agreements and orders, and other market- 
ing devices, when approred by producers, to assist in the 
orderly marketing of crops, thus enabling farmers to 
strengthen their bargaining power. 

Stepped-up research to reduce production costs and to cut 
distribution costs. 

Strengthening of the educational programs of the United 
States ‘Department of Agriculture and the land-grant 
institutions. 

Improvement of credit facilities for financing the capital 
needs of modern farming. 

Encouragement of farmer owned and operated coopera- 
tives including rural electric and telephone facilities. 

Expansion of the rural development program to help low- 
income farm familes not only through better farming methods 
but also through opportunities for vocational training, more 
effective employment services, and creation of job oppor- 
tunities through encouragement of local industrialization. 

Continuation and further improvement of the Great 
Plains program. 

Legislative action for programs now scheduled to expire 
for the school milk program, wool, and sugar, including in- 
creased sugar acreage to domestic areas. 

Free movement in interstate commerce of agricultural 
commodities meeting Federal health standards. 
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To prevent dumping of agricultural imports upon domestic 
markets. 

To assure the American farmer a more direct voice in his 
own destiny, we pledge: 

To select an official committee of farmers and ranchers, on 
a regional basis, broadly representative of American agricul- 
ture, whose function will be to recommend to the President 
guidelines for improving the operation of government farm 
programs. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 


A strong and growing economy requires vigorous and 
persistent attention to wise conservation and sound devel- 
opment of all our resources. Teamwork between Federal, 
State, and private entities is essential and should be con- 
tinued. It has resulted in sustained conservation and 
resource development programs on a scale unmatched in 
our history. 

The past 7 years of Republican leadership have seen the 
development ohmets power capacity, flood control, irrigation, 
fish and wildlife projects, recreational facitilies, and associated 
multipurpose benefits than during any previous adminis- 
tration in history. The proof is visible in the forests and 
waters of the land and in Republican initiation of and support 
for the upper watershed program and the Small Reclamation 
Projects Act. It is clear, also, in the results of continuing 
administration-encouraged forest management practices 
which have brought, for the first time, a favorable balance 
between the growth and cutting of America’s trees. 

Our objective is for further growth, greater strength, and 
increased utilization in each great area of resource use and 
development, 

We pledge: 

Use of the community watershed as the basic natural unit 
through which water resource, soil, and forest management 
programs may best be developed, with interstate compacts 
encouraged to handle regional aspects without Federal 
domination. 

Development of new water resource projects throughout 
the nation. 

Support of the historic policy of Congress in preserving 
the integrity of the several States to govern water rights. 

Continued Federal support for Republican-initiated re- 
search and demonstration projects which will supply fresh 
water from salt and brackish water sources. 

Necessary measures for preservation of our domestic 
fisheries. 
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Continued forestry conservation with appropriate sus- 
tained yield harvesting, thus increasing jobs for people and 
increasing revenue, 

To observe the “preference clause” in marketing Federal 
power. 

Support of the basic principles of reclamation. 

Recognition of urban and industrial demands by making 
ave to States and local governments, Federal lands not 
needed for national programs. 

Full use and preservation of our great outdoors are pledged 

in: 
Completion of the “Mission 66” for the improvement of 
nationa! park areas as well as sponsorship of a new “Mission 
76” program to encourage establishment and rehabilitation 
of local, State, and regional parks, to provide adequate 
recreational facilities for our expanding population. 

Continued support of the effort to keep our great out-of- 
doors beautiful, green, and clean. 

Establishment of a citizens board of conservation, resource, 
and land management experts to inventory those Federal 
lands now set aside for a particular purpose; to study the 
future needs of the Nation for parks, seashores, and wildlife 
and other recreational areas; and to study the possibility 
of restoring lands not needed for a Federal program. 

Minerals, metals, fuels, also call for carefully considered 
actions in view of the repeated failure of Democratic-con- 
trolled Congresses to enact any long-range minerals legisla- 
tion. Republicans, therefore, pled 

Long-range minerals and fuels ils 
including increased coal research. 

Assistance to mining industries in bridging the gap between 
peak defense demands and anticipated peacetime demands. 

Continued support for Federal financial assistance and 
incentives under our tax laws to encourage exploration for 
domestic sources of minerals and metals, with reasonable 
depletion allowances. 

o preserve our fish and wildlife heritage, we pledge: 

Legislation to authorize exchange of lanas between State 
and Federal Governments to adapt programs to changing 
uses and habits. 

Vigorous implementation of long-range programs for fish 
and wildlife. 


nning and programing, 
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GOVERNMENT FINANCE 


To build a better America with broad national purposes 
such as high employment, vigorous and steady economic 
growth, and a dependable currency, responsible manage- 
ment of our Federal finances is essential. Even more impor- 
tant, a sound economy is vital to national security. ile 
leading Democrats charge us with a “budget balancing’ 
mentality, their taunts really reflect their frustration over 
the people’s recognition that as a nation we must live with- 
in our means. Government that is careless with the money 
of its citizens is careless with their future. 

Because we are concerned about the well-being of people, 
we are concerned about protecting the value of their money. 
To this end, we Republicans believe that— 

Every government expenditure must be tested by its 
contribution to the general welfare, not to any narrow 
interest group. 

Except in times of war or economic adversity, expendi- 
tures should be covered by revenues. 

We must work persistently to reduce, not to increase, 
the national debt, which imposes a heavy economic bur- 
den on every citizen. 

Our tax structure should be improved to provide 
greater incentives to economic progress, to make it fair 
and equitable, and to maintain and deserve public ac- 
ceptance. 

e must resist assaults upon the independence of the 
Federal Reserve System; we must strengthen, not weaken, 
the ability of the Federal Reserve System and the Treas- 
ury Department to exercise effective control over money 
and credit in order better to combat both deflation and 
inflation that retard economic growth and shrink people’s 
savings and earnings. 

In order of priority, Federal revenues should be used: 
first, to meet the needs of national security; second, to 
fulfill the legitimate and urgent needs of the Nation that 
cannot be met by the States, local governments, or 
private action; third, to pay down on the national debt 
in good times; finally, to improve our tax structure. 

National security and other essential needs will continue to 
make enormous demands upon public revenues. It is there- 
fore imperative that we weigh carefully each demand for a 
new Federal expenditure. The Federal Government should 
undertake not the most things nor the least things, but the 
right things. 

Achieving this vital purpose demands— 
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That Congress, in acting on new spending bills, have 
figures before it showing the cumulative effect of its 
actions on the total budget. 

That spending commitments for future years be 
clearly listed in each budget, so that the effect of built-in 
“neers prea may be recognized and evaluated, 

hat the President be empowered to veto individual 
items in authorization and appropriation bills. 

That increasing efforts be made to extend businesslike 
methods to government operations, particularly in 
purchasing and supply activities, and in personnel. 


GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION 


The challenges of our time test the very organization of 
democracy. ‘They put on trial the capacity of free govern- 
ment to act lel , wisely, resolutely. To meet these 
challenges: 

The President must continue to be able to reorganize and 
streamline executiye operations to keep the executive branch 
capable of responding effectively to rapidly changing con- 
ditions in both foreign and domestic fields. The Eisenhower- 
Nixon administration did so, by creating a new Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, by establishing the Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Agency and the Federal Avi- 
ation Agency, and by reorganizations of the Defense Depart- 
ment. 

Two top positions should be established to assist the 
President in (1) the entire field of national Security and in- 
ternational affairs, and (2) governmental planning and 
management, particularly in domestic affairs. 

We must undertake further reorganization of the Defense 
Department to achieve the most effective unification of 
defense plannigg and command. 

Improved conflict-of-interest laws should be enacted for 
vigilant protection of the public interest and to remove de- 
terrents to governmental service by our most able citizens. 

The Federal Government must constantly strengthen its 
career service and must be truly progressive as an employer. 
Government employment must be a vocation deserving of 
high public respect. Commonsense demands continued 
improvements in employment, training, and promotion 
practices based on merit, effective procedures for dealing 
with employment grievances, and salaries which are compa- 
rable to those offered by private employers. 

As already practiced by the Republican membership, re- 
sponsible policy committees should be elected by each party 
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in each House of Congress. This would provide a mechanism 
for meetings of party congressional leaders with the President 
when circumstances demand. 

Needed Federal judgeships, appointed on the basis of the 
highest qualifications and without limitation to a single 
political party, should be created to expedite administration 
of justice in Federal courts. 

he remarkable growth of the Post Office since 1952 to 
serve an additional 9 million urban and 1% million farm 
families must be continued. The Post Office must be con- 
tinually improved and placed on a self-sustaining basis. 
Progressive Republican policies of the past 7 years have 
resulted in reduced costs, decentralization of postal opera- 
tions, liberal pay, fringe benefits, improved working condi- 
tions, streamlined management, and improved service. 

Vigorous State and local governments are a vital part of 
our Federal Union. The Federal Government should leave 
to State and local governments those programs and problems 
which they can best: handle and tax sources adequate to 
finance them. We must continue to improve liaison between 
Federal, State, and local governments. We believe that the 
Federal Government, when appropriate, should render sig- 
nificant assistance in dealing with our urgent problems of 
urban growth and change. No vast new bureaucracy is 
needed to achieve this objective. 

We favor a change in the electoral college system to give 
every voter a fair voice in presidential elections. 

We condemn bigotry, smear, and other unfair tactics in 
political campaigns. We favor realistic and effective safe- 
guards against diverting nonpolitical funds to partisan 
political purposes. 

Republicans will continue to work for congressional repre- 
sentation and self-government for the District of Columbia 
and also support the constitutional amendment granting 
suffrage in national elections. 

We support the right of the Puerto Rican people to achieve 
statehood, whenever they freely so determine. We support 
the right of the people of the Virgin Islands to an elected 
Governor, national representation and suffrage, looking 
toward eventual statehood, when qualified. We also support 
the right of the people of Guam to an elected Governor and 
national representation. ‘These pledges are meaningful from 
the Republican leadership under which Alaska and Hawaii 
have newly entered the Union. 

Congress should submit a constitutional amendment pro- 
viding equal rights for women. 
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EDUCATION 


The rapid pace of international developments serves to 
reemphasize variate the challenge which generations 
of Americans will face in the years ahead. We are reminded 
daily of the crucial importance of strengthening our system 
of education to prepare our youth for understanding and 
shaping the powerful emerging forces of the modern world 
and to permit the fullest ee development of individual 
capacities and potentialities. 

We express our gratefulness and we praise the countless 
thousands of teachers who have devoted themselves in an in- 
spired way toward the development of our greatest heritage— 
our own children—the youth of the country. 

Education is not a luxury, nor a gift to be bestowed upon 
ourselves and our children. Education is an investment; 
our schools cannot become second best. Each person pos- 
sesses the right to education—it is his birthright in a free 
republic. 

Primary responsibility for education must remain with 
the local community and State. The Federal Government 
should assist selectively in strengthening education without 
interfering with full local a alec ak schools. . One objective 
of such Federal assistance. should be to help equalize edu- 
cational opportunities. Under the Eisenhower-Nixon ad- 
ministration, the Federal Government will spend more than 
a billion dollars in 1960 to strengthen American education. 

We commend the objective of the Republican adminis- 
tration in sponsoring the National Defense Education Act 
to stimulate improvement of study and teaching in selected 
fields at the loeal level. 

Toward the goal of fullest possible educational opportunity 
for every American, we pledge these actions: 

Federal support to the primary and secondary schools by 
a program of Federal aid for school construction—pacing it 
to the real needs of individual school districts in States and 
territories, and requiring State approval and participation. 

Stimulation of actions designed to update and strengthen 
vocational education for both youth and adults. 

Support of efforts to make adequate library facilities 
available to all our citizens. 

Continued support of programs to strengthen basic research 
in education ; to discover the best methods for helping handi- 
OPP EET oot Ts and gifted children to realize their highest 
potential. 

The Federal Government can also play a part in stimulat- 
ing higher education. Constructive action would include: 








68 REPUBLICAN PARTY PLATFORM 


The Federal program to assist in construction of college 
housing. 

Extension of the Federal student loan program and grad- 
uate fellowship program. 

Consideration of means through tax laws to help offset 
tuition costs. 

Continued support of the East-West Center for Cultural 
and Technical Titerchanee in Hawaii for the purpose of 
oe our relationship with the peoples of the Pacific 
world. 

Federal matching grants to help States finance the cost of 
State surveys and inventories of the status and needs of their 
school systems. 

Provision should be made for continuous attention to 
education at all levels by the creation of a permanent, top- 
level commission to advise the President and the Secretary 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, constantly striving to 
focus the interest of each citizen on the quality of our educa- 
tion at every level, from primary chang postgraduate, and 
for every age group from children to adults. 

We are aware of the fact that there is a temporary shortage 
of classrooms for our elementary and secondary schools in a 
limited number of States. But this shortage, due to the 
vigilant action of State legislatures and local school boards, 
is not increasing, but is decreasing. 

We shall use our full efforts in all the States of the Union to 
have these legislatures and school boards augment their pres- 
ent efforts to the end that this temporory shortage may be 
eliminated and that every child in this country shal) have the 
opportunity to obtain a good education. The respective 
States as a permanent program can shoulder this longstand- 
ing and cherished res nsibilit easier than can the Federal 
Government with its heavy indebtedness. 

We believe, moreover, that any large plan of Federal aid 
to education, such as direct contributions to or grants for 
teachers’ salaries can only lead ultimately to Federal domi- 
nation and control of our schools to which we are unalterably 
opposed. 

In the words of President Eisenhower: 


Education best fulfills its high purpose when 
responsibility for education. is kept close to the 
people it serves—when it is rooted in the homes, 
nurtured in the community, and sustained by a rich 
variety of public, private, and individual resources. 
The bond linking home and school and commu- 
nity —the responsiveness of each to the needs of the 
others—is a precious asset of American education. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 


Much of America’s future depends upon the inquisitive 
mind, freely searching nature for ways to conquer disease, 
poverty, and grinding physical demands, and for knowledge 
of space and the atom. 

We Republicans express our profound. gratitude to the 
great scientists and engineers of our country, both in and out 
of government, for the remarkable progress they have made. 
Reliable evidence indicates, all areas of scientific knowledge 
considered, that our country has been, is, and, under our 
system of free inquiry, will, continue to be, the greatest 
ae and reservoir of effective scientific knowledge in the 
world. 

We pledge our continued leadership in every field of science 
and technology, earthbound as well. as spatial, to assure a 
citadel of liberty from which the fruits of freedom may be 
carried to all people. 

Our continuing and great national need is for basic re- 
search —a wellspring of knowledge and progress. Govern- 
ment must continue to take a responsible role in science to 
assure that worthwhile endeavors of national significance 
are not retarded by practical limitations of private and local 
support. ‘This demands from all Americans the intellectual 
leadership and understanding so necessary for these creative 
endeavors and an equal understanding by our scientists and 
technicians of the needs and hopes of mankind. 

We believe the Federal roles in research to be in the area of 
(1) basic research which industry cannot be reasonably 
expected to pursue, and (2) applied research in fields of prime 
national concern such as national defense, exploration and 
use of space, public health, and better common use of all 
natural resources, both human and physical. We endorse 
the contracting by government agencies for research and 
urge allowance for reasonable charges for overhead and 
management in connection therewith. 

The vigor of American science and technology may best be 
inspired by— 

An environment of freedom and public understandin 
in which intellectual achievement and scientific a ee 
may flourish. 

A decentralization of research into as many centers.of 
creativity as possible. 

he encouragement of colleges and universities, 
private enterprise, and foundations as a growing source 
of new ideas and new applications. 








70 REPUBLICAN PARTY PLATFORM 


Opportunity for scientists and engineers, in and out 
of government, to pursue their search with utmost 
aggressiveness. 

Continuation of the advisory committee to represent 
the views of the scientific community to the President 
and of the Federal Council for Science and Technology 
to foster coordination in ae and execution. 

Continued expansion of the Eisenhower-Nixon atoms- 
for-peace program and a constant striving, backed by 
scientific advice, for international agreement for peaceful 
and cooperative exploration and use of space. 


HUMAN NEEDS 


The ultimate objective of our free society and of an ever- 
growing economy is to enable the individual to pursue a 
life of dignity and to develop his own capacities to his maxi- 
mum potential. 

Government’s primary role is to help provide the environ- 
ment within which the individual can seek his own goals. In 
some areas this requires Federal action to supplement indi- 
vidual, local, and State initiative. The Republican Part 
has acted and will act decisively, compassionately, and with 
deep human understanding in approaching such problems as 
those of the aged, the infirm, the mentally ill, and the needy, 

This is demonstrated by the significant increase in social 
security coverage and benefits as a result. of recommendations 
made by the Eisenhower-Nixon administration. As a result 
of these recommendations and normal growth 14 million 
persons are receiving benefits today compared to 5 million in 
1952, and benefit payments total $10.3 billion as compared 
to $2.5 billion in 1952. In addition, there have been in- 
creases in payments to those on public assistance, both for 
their basic needs and for their health and medical care; and 
a broad expansion in our Federal-State program for restoring 
disabled persons to useful lives—an expansion, which has 
eccemnplianed the rehabilitation of over half a million persons 
during this administration. 

New needs, however, are constantly arising in our highly 
complex, interdependent, and urbanized society, 

Older citizens 

To meet the needs of the aging, we pledge: 

Expansion of coverage, and liberalization of selected so- 
cial security benefits on a basis which would maintain the 
fiscal integrity of the Ab ve 

Support of Federal-State grant programs to improve 
health, welfare, and rehabilitation services for the handi- 
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capped older persons and to improve standards of nursing 
home care and care and treatment facilities for the chroni- 
cally and mentally ill. 

Support of programs that will persuade and encourage 
the Nation to utilize fully the skills, wisdom, and experience 
of older citizens. 

Prompt consideration of recommendations by the White 
House Conference on Aging called by the President for 
January 1961. 


Health aid 


Development of a health program that will provide the 
aged needing it, on a sound fiscal basis and through.a con- 
tributory system, protection against burdensome costs of 
health care. Such a program should— 

Provide the beneficiaries with the option of purchas- 
ing private health insurance—a vital distinction be- 
tween our approach and Democratic proposals in that 
it would encourage commercial carriers and voluntary 
insurance organizations to continue their efforts to de- 
velop sound coverage plans for the senior population. 

phrotent the personal relationship of patient and 
physician. 
nclude State participation. 

For the needs which individuals of all age groups cannot 
meet by themselves, we propose: 

Removing the arbitrary 50-year age requirement under 
the disability insurance program while amending the law 
also to provide incentives for rehabilitated persons to return 
to useful work. 

A single, Federal assistance grant to each State for aid 
to needy persons rather than dividing such grants into spe- 
cific categories. 

A strengthened Federal-State program to rehabilitate 
the estimated 200,000 persons who annually could become 
independent after proper medical services and occupational 
training. 

A new Federal-State program, for handicapped persons 
completely dependent on others, to help them meet their 
needs for personal care. 


Juvenile delinquency 

The Federal Government can and should help State and 
local communities combat juvenile delinquency by inaugu- 
rating a grant program for research, demonstration, and 
training projects and by placing greater onpnene on strength- 
ening fomniky life in all welfare programs for which it shares 
responsibility. 
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Veterans 


We believe that militery service in the defense of our 
Republic against aggressors who have sought to destroy the 
freedom and dignity of man imposes upon the Nation a 
eens responsibility to those who have served, To meet 
this responsibility, we pledge: 

Continuance of the Veriuni Administration as an inde- 
pendent agency. 

The highest possible standard of medical care with in- 
creasing emphasis on rehabilitation. 

Indian affairs 

As recently as 1953, 30 percent of Indian school-age chil- 
dren were unable to obtain an education. Through Repub- 
lican efforts, this fall, for the first ‘time in history, every 
eligible Indian child will be able to attend an elementary 
school. ‘Having accomplished this, we will now accelerate 
our efforts to open up both secondary and higher education 
opportunities for every qualified Indian youth. 

As a result of a stepped up health program there has been 
a marked decrease in death rates from tuberculosis and in the 
infant mortality rate. Also substantial progress has been 
made in the modernization of health facilities. We pledge 
continued progress in this area. 

We are opposed to precipitous termination of the Federal 
Indian trusteeship responsibility, and pledge not to support 
any termination plan for any tribe which hab not approved 
such action. 


Housing 


Despite noteworthy accomplishments, stubborn and deep- 
seated problems stand in the way of achieving the national 
objective of a decent home in a suitable environment for 
every American. Recognizing that the Federal Government 
must help provide the economic climate and incentives which 
make this objective obtainable, the Republican Party will 
vigorously support the following steps, all designed to sup- 
plement and not supplant private initiative. 

Continued effort to clear slums, and promote rebuilding, 
rehabilitation, and conservation of our eities, 

New programs to stimulate development of specialized 
types of housing, such as those for the elderly and for nursing 

omes. 

A program of research and demonstration aimed at finding 
ways to reduce housing costs, including support of efforts to 
modernize and improve local building codes. 

Adequate authority for the Federal housing agencies to 
assist the flow of mortgage credit into private housing, with 
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emphasis on homes for middle and lower income families 
and including assistance in urban residental areas. 

A stepped up program to assist in urban planning, de- 
signed to assure farsighted and wise use of land and to 
coordinate mass transportation and other vital facilities in 
our metropolitan areas. 


Health 


There has been a fivefold increase in government-assisted 
medical research during the last 6 years. We pledge: 

Continued Federal support for a sound research program 
aimed at both the prevention and cure of diseases, and in- 
tensified efforts to secure prompt and effective application of 
oe results of research. this will include emphasis on mental 
illness. 

Support of international health research programs. 

We face serious personnel shortages in the health and 
medical fields. We pledge: 

Federal help in new programs to build schools of medicine, 
dentistry, and public health and nursing, and financial aid to 
students in those fields. 

We are confronted with major problems in the field of 
environmental health. We 19% 

Strengthened Federal enforcement powers in combatin 
water pollution and additional resources for research an 
demonstration projects. Federal grants for the construction 
of waste disposal plants should be made only when they 
make an identifiable contribution to clearing up polluted 
streams, 

Federal authority to identify, after appropriate hearings, 
air pollution problems and to recommend proposed solutions. 

Additional resources for research and training in the field 
of radiological medicine. 


Protection of consumers 

In safeguarding the health of the Nation the Eisenhower- 
Nixon administration’s initiative has resulted in doubling 
the resources of the Food and Drug Administration and in 
giving it new legal weapons: More progress has been made 
during this period in protecting consumers against harmful 
food, drugs, and cosmetics than in any other time in our 
history. We will continue to give strong support to this 
consumer-protection program. 


CIVIL RIGHTS 


This Nation was created to give expression, validity, and 
purpose to our spiritual heritage—the supreme worth of the 
individual. In such a nation—a nation dedicated to the 
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proposition that all men are created equal—racial discrimi- 
nation has no place. It can hardly be reconciled with a 
Constitution that guarantees equal protection under law to 
all persons. In a deeper sense, too, it is immoral and unjust. 
As to those matters within reach of political action and lead- 
ership, we pledge ourselves unreservedly to its eradication. 

Equality under law promises more than the equal right to 
vote and transcends mere relief from discrimination by 
government. It becomes a reality only when all persons 
have equal opportunity, without distinction of race, religion, 
color, or national origin, to acquire the essentials of life— 
housing, education, and employment. The Republican 
Party—the party of Abraham Lincoln—from its very begin- 
ning has striven to make this promise a reality. It is today, 
as it was then, unequivocally dedicated to making the great- 
est amount of progress toward that objective. 

We recognize that discrimination is not a problem localized 
in one area of the country, but rather a problem that must be 
faced by North and South alike. Nor is discrimination con- 
fined to the discrimination aa Negroes. Discrimination 
in many, if not all, areas of the country on the basis of creed 


or national origin is equally insidious. Further, we recognize 
that in many communities in which a century of custom and 
tradition must be overcome heartening and commendable 


progress has been made. 

he Republican Party is proud of the civil rights record of 
the Eisenhower administration. More progress has been 
made during the past 8 years than in the preceding 80 years. 
We acted promptly to end discrimination in our Nation’s 
Capital. Vigorous executive action was taken to complete 
swiftly the desegregation of the Armed Forces, veteran’s hos- 
pitals, navy yards, and other Federal establishments. 

We supported the position of the Negro school children 
before the Supreme Court. We believe the Supreme Court 
school decision should be carried out in accordance with the 
mandate of the Court. 

Although the Democratic-controlled Congress watered 
them down, the Republican admiistration’s recommenda- 
tions resulted in significant and effective civil rights legisla- 
tion in both 1957 and 1960—the first civil rights statutes to 
be passed in more than 80 years. 

Hundreds of Negroes have already been registered to vote 
as a result of Department of Justice action, some in counties 
where Negroes did not vote before: The new law will soon 
make it pone for thousands and thousands of Negroes pre- 
viously disenfranchised to vote. 
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By Executive order, a committee for the elimination of 
discrimination in government employment has been reestab- 
lished with broadened authority. 

The President’s Committee on Government Contracts, 
under the chairmanship of Vice President Nixon, has become 
an impressive force for the elimination of discriminatory 
employment practices of private companies that do business 
with the Government. 

Other important achievements include initial steps toward 
the elimination of segregation in federally aided housing; 
the establishment of the Civil Rights Division of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, which enforces Federal civil rights laws; and 
the appointment of the bipartisan Civil Rights Commission, 
which has prepared a significant report that Jays the ground- 
work for further legislative action and progress. 

The Republican record is a record of progress—not merely 
oe Nevertheless, we recognize that much remains to 

e done. 

Each of the following pledges is practical and within real- 
istic reach of accomplishment. They are serious—not cyn- 
HE made to result in maximum progress. 

1. Voting.—We pledge: 

Continued vigorous enforcement of the civil rights laws to 
guarantee the right to vote to all citizens in all areas of the 
country. 

Legislation to provide that the completion of six primary 
grades in a State-accredited school is conclusive evidence of 
literacy for voting p ses. 

2. Public scale. —We pledge: 

The Department of Justice will continue its vigorous sup- 
port of court orders for school desegregation. Desegregation 
suits now pending involve at least 39 school districts. Those 
suits and others already concluded will affect most. major 
cities in which school segregation is being ——— 

It will use the| new authority provided by the Civil 
Rights Act of 1960 to prevent obstruction of court orders. 

e will propose legislation to authorize the Attorney 
General to bring actions for school desegregation in the name 
of the United ‘States in appropriate cases, as when economic 
coercion or threat of physical harm is used to deter persons 
from going to court to establish their rights. 

Our continuing support of the President’s proposal, to 
eps yt aid a ee assistance to schools which 
in aith attempted to desegregate. 

We op the pretense of fixing a target date 3 years from 
now for the mere submission of plans for school desegregation. 
Slow-moving school districts would construe it as a 3-year 
moratorium during which progress would cease, postponing 
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until 1963 the legal process to enforce compliance. We 
believe that each of the pending court actions should proceed 
as the Supreme Court hie directed and that in no district 
should there be any such delay: 

3. Employment. —We pledge: 

Continued support for legislation to establish a Commis- 
sion on Equal Job Opportunity to make permanent and ‘to 
expand with legislative backing the excellent work being 
performed by the President’s Committee on Government 
Contracts. 

Appropriate legislation to end the discriminatory member- 
ship practices of some labor union locals, unless such practices 
are eradicated promptly by the labor unions themselves. 

Use of the full-scale review of existing State laws, and of 
prior proposals for Federal legislation, to eliminate discrimi- 
nation in employment now being conducted by the Civil 
Rights Commission, for guidance in our objective of develop- 
ing a Federal-State program in the employment area. 

Special consideration of training programs aimed at de- 
veloping the skills of those now working in marginal agri- 
cultural employment so that they can obtain employment in 
industry, notably in the new industries moving into the South. 

4. Housing.—We pledge: 

Action to prohibit discrimination in housing constructed 
with the aid of Federal subsidies. 

5. Public facilities and services.—We pledge: 

Removal of any vestige of discrimination in the operation 
of Federal facilities or procedures*which may at any time 
be found. 

Opposition to the use of Federal funds for the construction 
of segregated community facilities. 

Action to ensure that public transportation and other 
government authorized services shall be free from segrega- 
tion. 

6. Legislative procedure —We pledge: 

Our best efforts to change present rule 22 of the Senate 
and other appropriate congressional procedures that often 
make dixattahanade proper legislative implementation of 
constitutional guarantees. 

We reaffirm the constitutional right to peaceable assembly 
to protest discrimination by private business establishments. 
We applaud the action of the businessman who have aban- 
doned discriminatory practices ‘in retail establishments, and 
we urge others to follow their example. 

Finally we recognize that civil rights is a responsibility 
not only of States and localities; it is a national problem and 
a national responsibility. The Federal Government should 
take the initiative in’ promoting intergroup conferences 
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among those who, in their communities, are earnestly seeking 
solutions of the complex problems of desegregation—to the 
end that closed channels of ‘communication may be opened, 
tensions eased, and a cooperative solution of local problems 
may be sought, 

In summary, we —_ the full use of the power, resources, 
and leadership, of the Federal Government to eliminate dis- 
crimination based on race, color, religion, or national origin 
and to encourage understanding and good will among all 
races and creeds. 

IMMIGRATION 


Immigration has historically been a great factor in the 
growth of the United States, not only in numbers but in the 
enrichment of ideas that immigrants have brought with them. 
This Republican administration has given refuge to over 
32,000 victims of Communist tyranny from Hungary, ended 
needless delay in processing applications for naturalization, 
and has urged other enlightened legislation, to liberalize 
existing restrictions. 

Immigration has been reduced:to the point where it does 
not provide the stimulus to growth that it should, nor are we 
fulfilling our obligation, as a haven for the oppressed. 
Republican conscience and Republican policy require that— 

The annual number of immigrants we accept be at 
least. doubled, 

Obsolete immigration laws be amended by abandon- 
ing the outdated 1920 census data as a base and substi- 
tuting the 1960 census. 

The guidelines of our immigration policy be based 
upon judgment of the individual merit of each applicant 
for admission and citizenship. 


CONCLUSION 


We have set forth the program of the Republican Party 
for the government of the United States. e have written 
a party document, as is our duty, but we have tried to refrain 
from writing a merely partisan document. We have no wish 
to exaggerate differences between ourselves and the Demo- 
cratic Party ;nor can we, in conscience, obscure the differences 
that do exist. We believe that the Republican program is 
based upon a sounder ene the action and scope 
of government. There are many things a free government 
cannot do for its people as well as they can do them for them- 
selves. There are some ngs no government should pro- 
mise or attempt todo. The functions of government are so 
great as to bear no needless enlargement. We limit our 
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proposals and our pledges to those areas for which the govern- 
ment of a great Republic can reasonably be made responsible. 
To the best of our ability we have avoided advocating mea- 
sures that would go against the grain of a free people. 

The history and composition of the Republican Party 
make it- the natural instrument for eradicating the injustice 
and discrimination in this country. We Republicans are 
fortunate in being able to contend against these evils, without 
having to contend against each other for the principle. 

We believe that we see, so far as men can see through the 
obscurity of time and trouble, the prudent course for the 
Nation in its hour of trial. The Soviet Union has created 
another of the new situations of peril which has been the 
Communist record from the beginning and will continue to 
be until our strategy for victory has succeeded. The speed 
of technological change makes it imperative that we measure 
the new situations by their special requirements and accele- 
rate as appropriate our efforts in every direction, economic 
and military and political, to deal with them. 

As rapidly as we perfect the new generations of weapons 
we must arm ourselves effectively and without delay. In 
this respect the Nation stands now at one of the new points 
of departure. We must never allow our technology, par- 
ticularly in nuclear and propulsion fields, to lag for any 
reason until such time as we have dependable and honest 
safeguards of inspection and control. We must take steps 
at once to secure our position in this regard and at the same 
time we must intensify our efforts to develop better safe- 
guards in the field of disarmament. 

The free nations of the world must ever be rallied to the 
cause and be encouraged to join together in more effective 
alliances and unions strong enough to meet all challenges 
and sustain the common effort. It is urgent that we inno- 
vate to keep the initiative for our free cause. 

We offer toil and sweat, to ward off blood and tears. We 
advocate an immovable resistance against every Commu- 
nist aggression. We argue for a military might commen- 
surate with our universal tasks. We end by declaring our 
faith in the Republic and in its people, and in the deathless 
principles of right from which it draws its moral force, 
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